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1 8 che virtue of their ha yoke 5 
4s not pretend to reſt the truth of the doctrine on 


the age of their. eee ; They conſcien- 


1 5 Chriſt, 'We 8 their 3 1 but 


we think their arguments inconcluſive. > 

Laſtly. We wifh to cheriſh that amiable ee of 
TOLERATION, which reigns among * you zut td pre- 
clude an aBvss of it. Your preſent ſocial ha ineſs 


1 from this ſpirit, and your happineſs will 
aſt as long as your moderation continues: but 


ſhould you ever, under pretence of candour and 
Bader n, become indifferent to all religious 
principles, you would pervert the beſt dilpe fition 
to the worſt purpoſe. A firm attachment to prin- 
ciples of your own is perfectly compatible with an 


extenſive charity to thoſe, who difcover an attach- 


ment as firm to principles diametrically o ppoſite. 
Let it not ſeem ſtrange to you, m brechren, 
* thoſe gentlemen, who have lately embraced 
the belief of our Lord's mere humanit > thould 
engage the church in religious controverly: They 


have done what every conſcientious man ought © 


do. They have endeavoured to free the diſciples 
of Chriſt from a ſuppoſed error in th dactrine of 


 _ their maſter's | nature. They. have begun the con- 


troverſy in a ſpirit of candour and be 
Controverfy does not deſerve to be called religious, 
unleſs it be-religiouſly managed, that is to tay, 
. unleſs it be-managed 3 all that good faith, un- 
5 regs courage, and extenſive benevolence, which 


eyolence. 


el recommends. 8 is the higheſt 


a 1 of this way of diſſ It is founded in 

. = nature. of things II 0g who never doubted a 

religior $ truth, never believed 3 it. Merit and de- 
| ig, or in diſbel 


Ea #4 
3 
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£ 8 2 truth: but in re ori — char 


1 


ir is a dark diabolical quarrel about God. 


ſent 


Is TRULY, AND PROPERLY Gov. 
© Before. we enter im 


the one God, is our worſhip addreſſed, ee 


8 


1 or cl EAA 
and importance require. A fiery paſſiotitie dif. 125 
pute about the ety is not a religious comroverly: - : 


att ic to the evidenc 


It would ill become frail fallible men, ite Koa. 
worſe become proteſtant diſſenters, who every day 
facrifice to religious | liberty, to aſſume a i diftatorial 7 
air in matters of faith. "hat Jam going to offer 

to You on the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt appears to 


me the truth: but perhaps I am deceived; for who 


can underſtand his errors? and ſhould T ever diſcover 
the An d I would retract my error. At pre: 3 
rm, becauſe I believe, that Jzs sus Canier 


xediately on oh evidences af 
charge it from ſome incum- 


brances, which, having been affociated with it, 
weaken its evidence: But which have really no- 
thing to do with the doctrine itſelf.” 


Firſt. We give up Saint Athanaſius. He was, 
we think, no ſaint: but an enormous finner. That 155 


creed, which is commonly called his, we do not 


underftand; nor can we conceive how the repeti- 
tion of it Goes thou ht a | ip 


nee ey tc almighty God; and” its damnatory f 
we 22 a Roy” 1 


ondly. We do not opal 4 inet addreſſes | 
i prayer to God the Father, God the Son, and 

the Holy Ghoſt, as the eſtabliſhed krany 
498 God is one uridivided eſſence, and to wo) | 


meliator Jeſus Chriſt. „ 

_ Think ally. We do not juſtify any of thoſe fi. 
w] ich either ancient or moderh writers Have 3 
attempting to explain the nature of God. 1 
s a being without parallel, and Bo fs 
yy; FThere is not a nature Re 
| 2 * 


0 6 k 855 
. his: in all the. univerſe. . Wer an inglligept Wing 


to Comp e the nature of  eyery created: Pang 
in gur ſyſtem; were he to. paſs, millions of ages in 
paſſing from, ſyſtem to ſyltem,. in ſtudying. and 
15 r ng the natures of other created intel- 
üer ore would VO remain one nature, that 

28 upreme.' Being, in poſſeſſion of ſome pecr- 
1 culiarity, which had not its likeneſs in all 

the Cxeator's unbounded empire, ſo that it Would 
5 never | be in the j ower of this! intelligent being, with 
all his knowledge, to ſelect a creature, and to ſay 
of ir, This being fubſiſts exactly as the SEG 
Being fubſifts, . Now, accarding to our notion, as 
all our knowledge of inviſible objects is obtained 
by analogy, that 1s, by the reſemblance, which they 
bear to Viſible objects; and as there is in nature 
no exact reſemblance of the nature of, God; an 
attempt to explain the yn We ſees abſt EY 
and impracticable. 

. Fourthly, - Wedo not think i it "necellary to.enter 
Fa learned arguments. A doctrine ſupported only 
by cxiticilips, 15 underſtanding! of Which 10 
much literary 1kill, is certai | | 
tended, for the. bulk of mat 
which fall under the notice of both the. lc 
the unlearned part of mankind, Led RY to 
Pe—arned objections, and to popular ohjections, 
And conſequently, rye are t9 * defended by 

cg and, 15 2 ular 14 a K 1e 5. 7 50 
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done act of of expulſion for n ſake. 
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1 


: Eixeexidencer comman obſervation, ando dan; 


good, ſeuſe. 
J.. 


Fifthly. We rtenouncę eve notion "i 2 ht 
e e e e . os 8h 


; A 'You, my brethren, have borne. 2 
noble teſtimony, againſt gua | 
chriſtianity by. penal ſanction; 


g the doctrines of 
„ by joining above 


nine hundred. of your filter churches in a Petition 


to Parliament for relief in the matter of fubſcrip. 
tion to 8 articles of faith. - We have 98 


to with for you on this article but that your 


church. record may remain for ever unſullied with 


is the law of your, ſociety, truth the Tadge 19 
explain it. one a 3 es 
Sixchly. / We diſown, what, we ink oe 


ts . incautiouſly imply, We 


2 We reply, So are we. Our diſp 


pute 
is not, Whether there be one God, or three Gods: "= 


but. whether the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt be i N 4 5 


pa atible with the. unity of God, which N | 
tides believe. There are difficulties on bo fides. En 
It muſt, however, be allowed, that on qur fide the _ 


difficulty lies in the o Ziel, which is not at all won- 


gerful. On the o elt ſide the difficulty lies in 
"Ball obſerve preſently, which, 


the terms, as we 
were the matter as our opp | nts think, would. be 
aſtoniſhing indeed. 


Finally. . We go on the g ound, which 8. Le f 


hath marked out, on which he went of old ag 


the philoſophers. of his day, and on which o 
opinion, the fubje& is „ We vo þ 

FAITH, and nat by SIGHT," that is taſay, the courle 

of our lives is directed by the belief of certain 


principles, which we could not haye diſcoyered, by 


a 1 


58 ve cannot an but which we 
e teſtin . * e e „ 
I cannot 


* . a 8 
. 3 ; 2 % 43 4 
Rk: - ch majeſ 
1 > mA. YA, 
8 


tllat ſcie 8 
inte wpence, 1 but onthe i eculations ang” eber 


being perplexed! with de numerays acid diffonant 


pſed the cogrEL, ith h he called the WISDOM os 
po ob, againft PHIL6SOPHY, Which he called wispon 
3 THIS 9 nere of be 7 the Greeks 
0 bt after.” he philoſophy of 2 
at ſence of God, and of the chief g 


fuperior 


of their own reaſon. He, who underſtood this, 
Wa tetmed 4 wiſe man. A Believer, of the con- 


ttaty, was one, who, convinced of tlie itn tnpetfe&tion 
of is own reaſon, derived his th. — 1deas from 


the teſtimony of that ſuperior intelligence Jeſus 
Chriſt. In dais wiſe plan, capacity, learning, ac- 


curacy of ſentiment, were not eſſentially neceffary. | 


The exerciſe of à little plain common reaſoning 
to 2 evidence of the credibility.) of the teacher 


was fufficient. . 
We go on the fame ground. 9 en e- 
rienced the imperfection of our own reaſon, and 


bis of hiloſop hers, on the nature of God, 
we turn 70] {us Chr: and, perceiving evidences 
of the moch of his miſſion, we give credit to his 


| Propoſitions, although, we confels, there are ſeve- 
kal of them, which we cannot comprehend, _ This 


very idea of chriſtianity is a ſtrong argument for 
its divinity; for no religion can be divine, which 


Adaoth not adapt itſelf t to the illiterate, that is, to the 
bulk of n Indeed, on this article, there 


is very little difference between wiſdom and folly, 


and we might as well expect jo ſee a ſmaller circle 
5 contain a | 


ater, as to ſee a Kite intelli ce com- 
end the idea of an infinite God. The homely 
fant is an infect crawling « on the earthy the mo 


B © Þ6lithed ſon of ſcience is an inſect on the Wing, 


At what a an yay whey diſtance are both from 
- Our 


F er 


Ea 1 Do 


* 


b n then, reduced to its PE” is : 


this; W k * idea does the new reſtament. mean to DIE. 
_ convey; ot the naTurE of Jeſus Chriſt? 5 


The pro- 
per anſwer, I humbly. conceive, is, The writers of 


che new teſtament meant to inform their readers that | 


Jzsvs. CHRIST Is TRULY AND PROPERLY GS. 
In proof of this, my brethren, let me exhort you 


to att to the following directions. 3 


1. G onfult. the language of the new 1 and 


5 compare it with the ſtate of the pagan world at the time : 


of its publication. If Jeſus Chriſt were not God, 
the writers of the new teſtament diſcovered great 


_ . in the choice of their words, and 


opted a very incautious and dangerous ſtyle. 


From whatever cauſe it proceeded, mankind have 
always diſcovered a ſtrong propenſity to idolatry. 


The whole world, except the ſmall kingdom of 


Judea, worſhipped idols at the time of Jeſus 


Chriſt's appearance. Jeſus Chriſt; the evange- 
liſts, who Wrote his hiſtory; and the apoſtles, Who 
wrote epiſtles to various claſſes of men; prop 
to deſtroy idolatry, and to eſtabliſh the worſhip of 
one only living and true God. Ta effect this 


purpoſe, it was abſolutely neceſſary for theſe foun. 
ders of chriſtianity to avoid confuſion and obſcurity 


of language, and to expreſs their ideas in cool and 
cautious ſtyle. That diftance, which is between 


the Supreme, Independent, Firſt Cauſe, and the 8 5 2 
moſt elevated creature, being infinite, every word, 
that tended to diminiſh it, Would have been not 


only a logical incongruity: it would have been a 
ſource of dangerous errors in theology. Paul. and 
Barnabas had ſeen a miracle and a ſermon. procure 


an offer of their own deification at Eyſtra; andthe 19 
general diſpoſition of the heathens afforded them * 


ſtrong probability, that che hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Nen g Is: _ ” of N 1 expref-_. 
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the of — wWifdom and ower, „ would 
procure a deification alſo. of him. f Jeſus Chriſt 
be only a creature, the diſtance between him and 
the creator God is beyond all conception infinitely 
greater than that between Jeſus Chriſt and Paul; 


and Jeſus and Paul being both creatures, on Af. 


ferent lines, indeed; in the ſcale of being, but both 
at a diſtance infinitely remote from the el exiſtent 


Goc, it would fi we very little to which of the 
two the honours * the Deity were transferred. 


We naturally expect, that men, who rent their 
clothes in abflorrence of confounding the creature 
with the Creator, ſhould expreſs the nature of 
God, and the natures of all creatures in the moſt 
eircumſpect language. In ſpeaking of feſus 
Chrift, where the temptation to idolatry was the 
ſtronger, we naturally expect a more than ordinary 
caution; the caſe required it. 

The ters of the new teſtament khew theſe 


things. They profeſſed to lay aſide excellenty 0 
ſpeech and of -wiſdom, and to declare the tt imo, of 


Cad in WORDS OF TRUTH AND SOBERNESS.F, They 
did more; they ſpoke, they ſaid, in worps waica 
TAE HoLy GnosT Tavcar.f I take up the new 
teſtament, and read theſe words of truth and ſober- 
neſs, in which the Holy Ghoſt. teacheth me the 


tions. The word Was GoB. $ Gob was manifeſt in 
rhe fleſh. His name is Emanuel, Gov with us.* 
Jobn turned many to ThE Lok THEIR God. + The 
Fews crucified Taz Log or GLORY.F Gop pur- 
chaſed the church with his blood. Gov laid doton bis 
. 1 . SN is Lozp or e Wy 


ii. 16. Acts x. 36. 
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all an before the fut 
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gent ſeat of CHR 4755 ſo: every 
us ſhall ive account of bimſelf to Gop'F - 


The g are a few of many propoſitions, which the - 
new teſtament | writers lay down relative to Jeſus 


C hriſt. If the writers intended to affirm the di- 
Vinity of Jeſus Chriſt,” theſe are words of truth and 
foberneſs : if not, the langu age is incautious and un- 


warrantable, and to addreſs it to men prone to 

idolatry for the purpoſe of deſtroying idolatry, ' is a 

ſtrong preſumption againſt their inſpiratioon. 
Two conſiderations render this reflection the 


more important. Firſt, the Greek language, in 


which theſe authors wrote, was not a poor con- 
tracted tongue: but . from its propriety and uni. 


verſe ali ty, 14 was made for all that is great, and all 


that is beautiful, in every ſubjeft, and under 'tviry | 
form of writing.” J By the richeſt words in this 


copious uad the new teſtament writers de- 
ſcribe Jeſus hriſt. 


but it could have-afforded none higher to Os 
the nature of the Supreme God. 
Farther. Theſe authors addreſſed * writings 


The language would have af - 
forded lower terms to expreſs an inferior nature: 


not to the literati, to philoſophers and ſcholars; 


but to the common people; and conſequently they 
uſed words in their plain popular ſignification. 


The common people, it ſeems, underſtood the 
words in our ſenſe of them; for, in the Diocleſian 


perſecution, when the Run ſoldiers burnt a 


Phrygian city inhabited by chriſtians, men, women, 
and children, ſubmitted to their fate caring. n 


Chalgr, THE Go OVER ALL. 


II. Compare the ſtyle of the 6-7 zahmen with the "0 


fat of He ws at the i pt of its Re: The 2 
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les. iz. 5. * xiv. 10. 12. 1 Hermes, b. i, 


chap. 3. LS, Euſeb. Eecl. Hiſt. lib. viii. cap. 2. 


| : | phets had given them a written revelation off the 


| | 5g ; u. 8. OE Foſs i. 185 # l 


« 12. ) 


Jews, who in earlier ages had been Sen ta_ido- 
„ had beeen freed from that f r 
in the Babyloniſh captivity. Moes pro- 


one living and true God, and had deſcribed him 
by ſelect names and titles, the application of which 
to any other beings they had poſitively: forbidden. 


In the time of Jeſus Chriſt the Jews were zealous. 


defenders of the unity of God, and of that idea 
of his perfections, which their ſcriptures excited. 

5 Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles, profeſſed the higheſt 
regard for the Jewiſh (an eng They conſtantly 

_ appealed to «avg They directed people to ſearch 
them. They declared, the ſcriptures could not be 

broken. Yet the writers of the new teſtament de- 

ſcribed Jeſus Chriſt by the very names and titles, 

by which the writers of the old teſtament had de- 
ſeribed the Supreme God. 


The: TITLES given to The t1TLEs. Siven to 
Go in the ene CnRIsr in the Chriſ- 


Scriptures. 1 tian Scriptures. 
Thou ſhalt 988555 AM bath Before Abrabam meh I 
ſou me.“ ULJeſus] Al. 


7 [Jehovah] a am Tas I (ef). am ThE 


eimer Ap THE LAST. FIRST AN D THE LAST. || 
Jebovab your God is The Lamb is Logp or 
Leap or Log ns.“ Lonbs. T . 
Far ntenser zinſelf Juobn went before the 
foal eftabliſh Zion. T face of THE. HIGHEST. || * 
The Lord of 0 r is THE Jeſus Chriſt is Lonp 
END or OO.“ or GLORYT. T 
I will savz them y The Saviouk born i ic 
rar Lonp THEIR Gong r THE DE 1 
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{| Luke 1..7 xxiv. 10. + James ii. 1 1 Cor. 
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r 1 ified 15 Pe Je faul i man is bk b 
bimſelf againſt THE Lone: Loxp FROM ae 5 


of HEAVEN.® | 
* Fehovab . is exalted as. cri is THE HEAD 
HEAD ABOVE ALL * or ALL Principality , and 


pDosrver. © | 
"© they, who Acleritied Fef Chriſt to the T ews 
by theſe ſacred names and titles, intended to con- 
vey an idea of his deity, the deſcription i is juſt, 
and the application ſafe: but if they intended to 
deſcribe a mere man, they were ſurely of all men 
the moſt prepoſterous. They choſe a method of 
recommending Jeſus to the Jews the moſt likely. | 
to alarm and enrage them. Whatever they meant, 
the Jews underſtood them in our ſenſe, and took 
Jeſus Chriſt for a Bl ASpHRRMER. We ſtone thee, 
ſaid they, for BLASPHEMY 3 becauſe thou, being a. 
*H 'MAKEST THYSELF Gov. 8 
hould any one of you, my brethren, ſtanding 
in St. James's Park, and ſeeing a gentleman car- 
rying in a ſedan preceded by extraordinary attend- 
ants, aſk a man of veracity, Who is he? and 
ſhould your friend anſwer, It is His MAJESTY ,, It 


1 is THE KING; It is THE KING OF GREAT. BriTAiN; 
| would you not inſtantly take the gentleman in the 
of ſedan for our preſent moſt gracious ſovereign, 
5 George III? And ſhould it afterwards. appear 
1 that the gentleman i in the ſedan was not his ma- 

jeſty, but one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, would 
* you not reproach your informer with either i igno- 

: rance, or a wilful deſign of impoſin on you? 1 
* Theſe titles are no more deſcriptive in Eogland of I} 
W: George III. than the titles above were in Judea of 
be 5 the Supreme God. The enemies of Chriſt todkhim 
* for a BLASPHEMER 3 the diſciples of Chriſt took. * « " 
u. | | 


C4. Ko him 


» Dan. v. 236) -+ 1 Cor. xv. 47. · 1 Chron. Nix. 11. 
i Col. i. 10. $ John x. 33. OR 


= $4 © 


him for THE TRUE | Gop : 2s both acted very naturally, 


both took the titles in the e received 
meaning. 1705 nt? 
III. Compare the perfeBlions,. which are aſcribed to 
Jeſus Cbriſt in the new teſtament, with. thoſe, which 
are aſcribed to Ged in the old. Every being hath 
properties peculiar to itſelf; and acguracy of de- 


ſeription conſiſts in the aſcription of its own pro- 


rties to each individual. Were a philoſopher. to 
deſcribe fire by. the properties of earth, or earth 


by the Properties of air; were! he to aſcribe the 
£ K pi of a-rational heing to a mere Als 


hiloſophy, y, far from [Iaftrudting his pu 
would confuſe and perplex. them. The 3 
an hiſtorian very much confiſts in his accuracy in 
characteriſing the perſons, of whom he writes. 
Had à Roman hiſtorian deſcribed Numa by the 
zualities of Nero, or Brutus by the qualities of 
ntony; his hiſtory would e been to the 'Lſt 
degree contradictory ard. contemptible : „ as well 
might an Engliſh hiſtorian fill the hiſtory of George 
IT. with the pedantry and tyranny of Naur An 
divinity, as God and creatures are the objects of 
our contemplation, it is impoſſible to uſe too great 


a a degree of diſcernment in deſcription ; for, were 


a divine to aſcribe either the imperfections of crea- 
tures to God, or the perfections of God to crea- 
tures, the moſt alarming conſequences would fol- 
low. The pagan theology was a chaos of confu- 
fion on this account. The Jewiſh theology 1 is pure 
and chaſte in deſcription; it Lives unto Jebovab 1he 


glory due unto bis name, and it forbids the Erving of 


bis. kery to another. 

otwithſtanding ſo many Nach for preciſion, 
Jeſus Chriſt declares, ALL THINGS, THAT THE 
| | pi F. ATHER 
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FATHER HATH; AREMINE,* a very dangerous pro- 


poſition if he were not God ! and rendered much 
more ſo by thoſe deſcriptions, which the writers 
of revelation give of his perfections! They aſ- 
cribe to him the ſame perfections, which they aſ- 
cribe to God. They Argh In Cbriſt dwelleth arE 
THE' FUL NESS or THE Spaun boaly. Þ+ 7-00 

PERFECTIONS. PERFECTIONS 

RY. to Gop. ⸗ſcribed to Cuntay. 


ETERNITY. 3 
„Gon 35 1 an W EVERLAST- | © Thenamtof THE e 

me Rag.” 65 Frans, Fe- 

"I; HOVAH « fat reigh Unto the So be ſaith, 


; fore EVER” AND. VERT HT THRONE O G05 is 


for EVER AND EVER: ||. 


OMNI O TEN E. 
2 be zune of the Loxd. The name of THECHILD 
or HOSTS is the MIGHTY. is THE MIBHTF: God. 
A pens I | 
1 Jenovan, appeared: > >: Taz Lonp am THE 
by the name f Gop AL- ALMIGHTY. 1 


MIOHTv. 2 225 | 

| IMMUTABILITY. DET, 

EP Yebovah. CHANGE The heavens and the 

vor: "earth ſhall be changed: but 

Es _ _-Twov[the Sonlanr THE 
SAME . 

"Thad MY Gov art THE Jesus CurIsT THE 


SAME, and thy years have SAME yeſterday, to day, 


10 end. | SE and or ever. 
\ 1 OM NT 
"AMAA 16... + Col. i. 9. | e 10. 
1 Ia. ix. 6. Exod. xv. 18. | Heb. i. 8, &C." 


Jer. xxxii. 18. + Ifa. bx. 6. f Exod. vi. 2,3-l| Rev. i. 
8. 11. 12; 13. 18. Mal. ii. 8 1 Heb. 1. 10. 12. 
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| Dont Junovanyiu. Chriſt is 3% In rn 75 


HEAVEN AND EARTH.“ Irn ALL IN ALL” FL) 
IN ALL PLACES — Wurz u or three 


t {Jehovah] record MY are gathered” together in 


NAME, there will I come My NAME, there am Þ 


unto thee, and I will bleſs I Jeſus] in the 2255 30 


hee. Tr | them. 
8 * O MNI SCIENCE. 
Lues is 4 God e of Me are "oy Hat "A 


Jy ER - [Jeſus]inoweft alltbings. 
I. Jerovan.. SEARCH I. THE Son or GoD, 


THE HEART, I TAY. THE AM HE, WHICH SEARCH- 
Fan +. ETH THE REINS AND 
TO oy HEARTS. || 


* > 1 os % £ — * - 
* 10 2 44 3 %A - ” 1. 


Fan Pa excellencies we can conceive in 


the divine nature are aſcribed to God and Chriſt 


'in the two following paſſages. The laſt is evi- 


dently a quotation "of the firſt. ' Bleed be. thou 
Lord God of Iſrael our Father for ever and ever. 
Tine O Lord is the greatneſs, and the power, and 
the glory, and tbe victory, and the majeſty : for all, 


that is in the heaven, and in the earth, is thine + thing 

is the kingdom, O Lord! and thou art exalted above 
all. Both riches and honour come of. thee,” and thou 
reigneſt over all, and in thine hand is power and te 


and in thine band it is to make great, and ta 
ſtrengtb unto all. Now ' tberefore, our Cod] we 1 bY 
thee,” and praiſe thy glorious name. 9 Worthy is the 


Lamb, that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, 
end wiſdom, and firength, and honour, and glory, 


and bleſſmg. Bleſſing, Ss) honour, and glory, and 
Power,. be mto him that fitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb 4 ever and ever. This 1 is called 


i : none '  worforpping | 


* Bob. i 55 20. 23. + Jer. x XXUL 24. Exod. XX. 24. 
1} Matt. xvili. vt 2 "Sg + Joh n xvi. 30. ii. 24, 


= __ t Jer, xyii. 10, 1 Kings «| Rev. . 
85 « XXIX, 10, Ae, * 39 


5 


. akon: him, that liveth for ever and ever: If 
they, who. aſcribe the perfections of deity to Jeſus 
Chriſt, have fallen into an error, they have been 
led into it by the, writers of the new teſtament. It 
is not credible, that men, who attributed to RVE RY 
SEED, its OWN: body; who diſtinguiſhed the fleſh of 
MEN. from that of  BEASTS-;..and- that of | FISHES 
from that of B1rDs z the glory of CELESTIAL Bodies 
from the. glory of TERRESTRIAL 3F it is not credt- 
ble, I ſay, that ſuch accurate writers could make 
a miſtake ſo groſs as to aſcribe the excellencies of 
Go to a MERE MAN. If Jeſus Chriſt be God, 

the aſcription of the perfections of God to him is 
pro er: if he be not, the apoſtles are chargeable 

weakneſs or wickedneſs, and either RU 
3 — their claim of inſpiration. 

IV. Confider the works, that are aſcribed. 10 Te 
ſus Chriſt, and compare them with, the claims of Jer 
hovah. The Supreme God, in order to produce 
the happineſs of his creatures, hath diſplayed the 
ji of his nature in ſeveral exterior works; 
and theſe works are declared by the inſpired wri- 
ters to. be evidences of his eternal. power and Gad. 
bead. t It would be an act of injuſtice to God, . 
and a cauſe of dangerous errors to men, to aſcribe 
theſe works to any other being. The danger would 
not Iie in aſcribing them to one creature rather 
than another: but in the aſcribing of them to an 
creature rather than to the true God. What ſhould 
we think of an hiſtorian, who ſhould aſcribe the 
invention of printing to William the Conqueror 
the: building of Rome to Sir Iſaac Newton; the 
colonizing of America to Julius Cæſar; and the 
writing of the Pentateuch to Mr. Pope? yet theſe 
miſtakes in the hiſtory of creatures would have no 
e worth nanny in compariſon of ' 

thoſe, ; 

* Re, v. 12, 13, 14. 7 1 oer. xv. 38. &c. 4 Rom, ia 


thoſe, which ths-writers of the how's ftament have 
made by aſeribing the works of Jehovah to "the 
man geil Nothing can account for their con- 
Het * in Waal by pre Jeſus we Jehovah be 


IS CREATION a wot 
were all things RATED, that are in heaven, or that 
are in earth, vifible and inviſible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, i or principalities, or Powers, all 


| * were created by him, and for him.* * _. | 
IS PRESERVATION a work of God? Feſus Grit 


UPHOLDS all things by the word of bis Power. { * By 
bins all things cons1sT. 5 


Is THE MISSION OF THE PROPHETS a work. of 


Gods 7 Jeſus Chriſt i is THE LoRD Gop or THE HOLY 


PROPHETS; and: it was THE SPIRIT: or CHRIST, 


which teſtified in them beforehand the ' ſuſferings of Chrift, 
and the glory that ſhould follow.\ I | 
I s the sALvAriox of ſinners a work of God? 

Chriſt i is Tue Saviour of the world; the AurhOR 
or ETERNAL SALVATION 70 all them that obey bim. 


IS THe FORGIVENESS OF SIN a work of God? 


: The Son of man hath power To rogorve sixs.“ 


The ſame might be ſaid of the iNumination of 


the mind; the ſan#ification of the heart; the re- 
ſurrettion of the dead; the Judging of the world; 
the glorification of the righteous ; the eternal puniſh- 


ment of the wicked; all which Feat in one 5 
of ſeripture are aſeribed to Gop, and all which 


another part of ont rage are. aſcribed to Juavs 


Oed. 


Conſider now. into Gut Lonttact eds theſe . 
writers muſt fall if Jeſus Chriſt be not God. They 


| aracict © one Ar N contradict 27 7 hey 
wY 


| "Cal. i. 506. 1 Heb. 1. 3. 1 Col. i. 17. 771 Neh. ix. 30. 
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1 
V6 ks, „ which" are peculiar, to him, one e 
"thee other Was impriſoned; 15 in the 7 | 
aud had his 1 1 bored through for Plat —.— 
and i in vain did lead that the honours were not 
Paid to bin, but to Jeſus Krist, who dinelt i in n. 
0d forbid we. wal d quſtify Tuch ſhoc 


©, 


Eu 
e moſt moderate mu low. 

arrogatirig*t ro themſelves: e honours, of — 4 

man, how much more Falte 654 they accun 

who aſcribe to 20 man, to Moſes, or to. Chriſt 

the names, the titles, and the works of 15 ineffabl 
0d? If Jeſus be à mere man, xe diſtance between 
acket and eſs is [trifling in n del. ha” 425 

Uiſtance Wo Tron, the . * 


Aut is vnaccounitable. _. — 4 
V. Confidet that wonsnir, 235 2 555 TOKEN 


tim for feſus Chri * 
— 7 — EY 5 1 1 5 15 Ma 5 


Tipe 


"theſe ve 


in tarth, re wah P's 


"ney command all men to Honour the Son even as they 
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«. ++ Heb. 16 1 1 
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CCC r ba TR” 
| honour ie ae, 2. times in dhe new 
teſtament, Grace, mercy, a Peace, are umplored of - 
Chrift, together with the Farber. Baptiſm is an act 
of worlhip performed in bis name. f. Swearing is an 
act of worſhip, : a ſolemn ap eal in important caſey 
to the ommilcient God,; an this appeal is made to 
Chriſt, Þ... The committing of the c God 7 
death is 4 ſacred act of worlhip the perfor- 
mance of this act SE phen. dd, 1 \ Lard. 17% 
recerve my ſpirit. Whole hoſt 0 heaven Wore 
ſhip him, that. N 4907 "the throne, and the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. The reverend Mr. Lindley,” 
Who ſays “ that religious worſhip f 18 appropriated 
to God;” that it. 181 1ncommunicable to any othe 
perſon whatſoever,” that “ it could not be given 
i kPa other without the guilt of idolatry;” yet 
unqueſtionably Fab, made ths, Tn 
5 Lee vii. 59.] addreſſed this prayer to the 
Jeſus.” Was Ste hen then guilty of idola- ; 
try? no, adds Mr. Lindfey, the bleſſed niartyr aw 


Jeſus, with bis Hes, and ca led him the ſon o man: 
TT. But this can be ne e for directing 735 

YT to him unſcen, or addreſſing him as God.” 755 

; 2 profound reſpect for 1 conſcientious 5 * 

T bur I cannot help aſtoniſhment. at this reaſoning, |_| 
: According to this reaſoning, idolatry does not con- 
ſiſt in worthipping a creature : but in worthipping, 5 
i an 10 75 creature. The guilt does not lie in the 

7 transfer of my worſhip : but it lies in my "nat Jeet i 

. the object to whom the transfer is made. 

of 5 the. apoſtles, had the whole Jewiſh nation. 
6 . ayed. to.) Hefte Chriſt during his abode on earth, | I 
{ red K accordin Fat this per ag! 3 5 be i in-, 

ey rred from it to & 525 worſhip no dee 

ur 5 9 5 * | | 

il Jahn 5 5 Matt. xxviii. 18 «t Ros. 
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later; and, had he Boch Noce in the 5 ke 
would have been 4 bleſſed; Martyr. - 8 Peter ſpoke 
„ 1825 10 pur joſe, when Re Go to Aae inge gers, 


bo had hexer been pleſſed with a fight of Chi; 
e Habt not 7 ſeen, ye- W u whom, rbeug b now 
Je ſee him not, yet DIE Je rejoiee "with Joy un- 

Pedro of gl ts ; 
he reverend Mr. iche thinks, « WO the ad- 


gelle 97 chriſtians may with the lame p ropriety 
1 d to the Virgin Mary, as tv the perſon 
Sk our Lord. 1 hope this ingenious friend of 
_- Tearning and candour iy reconſider. this matter. 
Should he reaſon to change his mind,” he Would, 

LI am fure, Ingenuouſly and zealouſly. props ite bf 
faith, © whi ich now, alas! he endeavours, to 
Let us then 1 a devotee of che Virgin Mary 
wich a worſhipper of Jeſus Chriſt. LT 
© David OE a PO * 5 14 Which be fad, Toto 
thine band I commit my ſi 903 Lok py 1 4. or 
ROTH. 8. 11 5 Mee Jeſus Ch It at his 
Load Jesvs receive my ſpirit. 

| Cardin | zona venture, who compoſed Oar Lady's 
_ Piatter, tl is. to. ſay, WhO converted all the ad. 
reſſe i, God * * book of Pſalms into invoca- 
hanging "the word 

1 Tach, Id, Into thine band 
ny ſpirit, O LAbx. 5 "David, Stephen, and 
the C e | 12 5 up the fame addreſs "but they 
8 Keck it is Aſerent' a the Tu 5 oy 


OF 4 he 


Fctivel's 0 tine” of his church. 
V, Wh, Stephen, or ch 


| 1 DEEMED him from many "evils. in the courfe 


« worlds, the diſpoſal c 'of P 


2 Arktc bed out the Beavens, and laid the foundations 
1 q ; 4 the earth, 4d oy be form the Jpirit of man wit * 


# 


[3 
* 


* 


avid's.addreſs, there is no doubt. He depas 
his Ale in the hand” of Jehovah; reuraed bis _ 
ri} to GOD, WHO GAVE 1T ;* agrees FR 7 to the 

ut the que 


N 
| Or t Cane. 2 Wich bo; 
the greatelt propriety * che former in performing 


the fame: devotional, a&t 0 ag vg Chr it D "or 05 


erforming 1 to Ne in dt oe 


Hough fat ew preſent" at . 85 e $7 


ring him utter theſe words, Tord 7 
75792 He would "nftancly SENS  / 


had 1 ſomething e K bre, THR. 


he. would ſoon * at A dyi Ying 1 man 1852 3 


from the thirty- abs 0 "His natu ay” traits | 
thought, ce vous vid coinmittec 


«6 Bis Ifit to JenovAn... "This enthuſiaſt commit⸗ 


ted fis to Jrsvs. Did he take Jeſus and Jeh6- 


« yah for THE SAME?” David depoſited, his foulin 


I « the hands of the God OF TRUTH. Stephen His in 
the hands of Jesvs.. He certamly took. Jeſus of 


Nazareth for the God' of truth! David com-. 
„ mitted his ſpirit to God becauſe God had 15 


* his providence ; and tanke God had promiſed | 


& to redeent him from the 7 wer of the LID Did | 
« this man take Jeſus of Nazareth for che KR 


«© DEEMER Eat? The government of both 


3 rovidence | in "his. life, 


« in the hands of Jefus * What could he have fe 
3 mote of the mosr Hicn Gov, the palſeſſor 9 


* beaven and tartb?+ Is not the ſpirit is man. THE 
* "INSPIRATION or THE ALutcary et He, wha 
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that kee 


i in che charge, 


2 ent. of ev q mo , oo 8. py . man- 
. 125 15 9 Lok a 'S HAND . a The 
dying blaſſ lake. like the idolatrous Bell AZZAr, 
2 tals 1 things, fied up himſelf agein the Lord 


of beaven; and the God in oboſe ha his breath. 


was, and all bis ways, be bath not glarified.) He 

Vas accuſed of 26555 Fate words againſt 
„ Moſes, and againſt G He was guilty: he 
* diec with that i in a creature, which he 
« ought to have placed on God alone. Curſed is 
« the men, thet truſteth in man, and maketh felt 
Bit arm. If Jeſus Chriſt , be God, Stephen 
acted with e : if not, the, ſame reaſons, 
eep us from 2 drefling him, ought to have 
0 in Stephen; yea, he was more obliged to 


refrain by hi s circumſtances; ; he was under a charge 


b „and he ought to have uſed a 
25 qo ok caution, left his adverſaries ſhould 
have obtained a ſhadow of an argument againſt 
him. People, who have been unjuſtly put to 
| death for pretended t treaſonable practices, have al- 


boots juſt before their execution. The propriety. 
2 wy conduct is obvious. But here is an unac- 
countable caſe. A man aecuſed of blaiphemy- 
afferting in Bis defence the. 


honours. of che true God, 


Want His judges, ch 1 their 


guilt for worſhipping. the. hoſt of heaven, and yet 5 
oking Jeſus, a mere man 
fr his Bates, his executioners, and/the whole 

nation, had Ae Prob FE. 1 We 7 * L 


; * 6 fa | 
it Zech. Vi. . * Werde 8 xi · Te, T1 2 ri. 
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in language which 


3, 
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leit . Eu N 2b 
Let us atten 40 Cardinal 3 
as in his dying moments, fi uppoſeꝝ dhe Vir. 
Jin, Mary, and lays, Into thine bande, 
commit my Jiri A proteſtant aſks, bo Balh rt 
quired this at hour bands ?* David reſigne hie foul 
into the hands of the u GO. | 
adopted David's wards, &.cominended his: fpitix 
into the hands of his F gong S. Stephen com- 
mitted his into the hands of Jrsus. According to 
my ſyſtem, Jeſus, the Father, and the true God, 
ARE, ON. N. The terms of invocation” differ, the 
object is the ſame, each invocation is therefore pro- 
per. But, granting for a moment, that Jeſus ia a 
mere man, 1 have, at leaſt, in Stephen's invocation 
of him, a precedent for committing my ſoul to him: 
but where is yours for ding Who wil 
E to ſay, there is the ſame propriety in both 
s it as proper to act without /a: precedent, (as with 
ona And are Jeſus Chriſt's: titles to adoration 
| b ſpurious as theſe of. Mary ?: Surely; th 
— ty. is ſtronger in my favour, when II in- 
voke him, whom all the angels are commanded to 
work v than when L invoke her; in-whoſe/favbur 
17 Col 1 can be produced. S. 
* e blefſed martyr, is. ar ya ſafer-guide ths ata. 
E os, cardinal wa the churehi of- Nau, woo 


10 y I F xade Daniel a 6 poke man, and . bin — 

n at the ene: time that Daun 
Sl E nb ak 6. . lo. 
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Te cauſe Was tried then f in the eccleſiaſtical | 

— TG 

F. It was. The Sanhedrim far, and the high- 
prieft was judge.“ | 

C. The cauſe derteinly belonged to o that court : 
but, as the law of blaſphemy adjudges the blaſ- 
phemer to be ſtoned to death; and as the pogo 
| own deprived all our courts of the power of 
ting a ſubject to death; the whole buſineſs o ä 

eccleſiaſtical court is to determine the nature of the 

crime. In order to do this the Sanhedrim can re. 
ceive an accuſation, arreſt a ſubject, place him at 
their bar, receive the depoſitions of witneſſes againſt 
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him, give an opinion on the nature of the crime, 


and declare what puniſhment our law inflicts on 


the criminal. But the ifli#ion of the puniſhment, _ 


belongs to the temporal courts. This order Was 
obſerved in the trial of our bleſſed Maſter: 7 - 
T. Far from obſerving this order now, they had” 
not patience. to hear him out; they interrupted. 
him in making his defence; they behaved like 
madmen; the court declared him -guilty of blaſ- 
phemy, and the zealots, affecting to. fall in with 
the declaration, hurried him out of the city and 
ſtoned him to death, without any authority from. 
| the governor. Alas had we been aware. 
C. Aware of what, brother ? Had we informed 
the governor of the tumult; had he reſented their 
encroachment on his office; had he taken Stephen 
out of their hands ; his interpoſition would have 
delayed his execution a day or two : but it. would 
2 have 1 his life. 22 Sanhedrim L pes . 
the power of putting a ſubject to death: but t : 
have the power — — he deſerves 7 


to die; and the ſordid ſcribes will take care ſo to 4 
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under conſideration, and to expoſe the accuſed to 
the penalty of a law, which he has not broken. 5 
T. How do the ſcribes define b aſphemy? 

C. They include in the term a great many miſde- 
meanors, which have no relation, or a very diſtant 
one, to that action, which the ſtatute deſeribes by 
the word blaſphemy, the puniſhment of which is la- 
pidation. According to them, to ſpeak diſreſpect- 
fully of Moſes, of the law, of the temple, of the 

city, is to be guilty of blaſphemy. To do either 
of theſe, ſay they, is to inſult God; for the tem- 
ple is his ſanctuary, the city is his holy place, Mo- 
ſes is his dervant, and the law is his will. Thus 
under the ſhew of a wiſe and ſcrupulous piety they 
abuſe the word, and involve the innocent with the 
guilty, firſt in the crime, and laſt 1 in . e 


mentof blaſphemy. 


7. How would you define that blaſphemy, which 
Moſes in the law condemns? . 
C. Blaſphemy, in my opinion, is the ing 
or writing of any thing knowingly and Uüfully⸗ 
which is injurious to the perfections of Jehovah. 
Three things, I think, are eſſential to the crime. 
1. God md be the object. 2. The words, which 
are ſpoken or written, muſt be in their aature, and 
independently on conſequences, that others may 
derive from them, injurious to the object, God. 
3. The ſubjef, or he who commits the crime, muſt 
commit it #owing it to be injurious to God, and 
intending to have it underſtood ſo. To this blaſ- 
| phemy, and, I believe, to no other, the ſtatute 
belongs. The blaſphemy of him, on whoſe ac- 
count the law was made; “ that of Pharaoh; and 
chat of Rabſnakeh ; agree to this definition. What 
1 have deſcribed 4 __ REAL bm any "but there 
1 163230 


Shame Lav. av. 10. 3 Exod. V. 2. viii. TY ix. 22 x Ifa, 
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is a Ear ive blaſphemy, which proceeds. from 
falſe opinions of religion. A good man may be 


guilty of this ignorant hy, by propagating opinions, 


which tend to diſhonour God, but the tendency 


of which he does not perceive. A good man may 


be guilty of this conſtruZively, for if he ſpeak 
freely againſt received errors, which the prieſts 
hold ſacred, th will conſtrue what he 8 into 
blaſphemy, © > 

7. Thus they dealt with Stephen. - They ac- 


cuſdd⸗ him of ſpeak ing blaſpbemous words: @ 8 | 


Moſes, and againſt Cds In proof of whic 
witneſſes depoſed, that they had heard him fay, 
Feſus of. Nazareth ſhall deſtroy this place.+ This is 


a prophecy, but it is not blaſphemy ; our Ine 
_. ſhould have examined the truth of this prediction. 
C. They did not Want information. | Bur es 


ih in court? 
T. The holy man, de ig the Apen of 


1 er into the features of his face, made his 
defence. The noiſe and confuſion of the court 


were ſo great that we could hear only parts of it, 
and ſo violent was the rage of his judges, that they 


would not ſuffer him to finiſn it. He intended to 
own, I thought, the prediction, and to deny the 


blaſphemy of it. For theſe purpoſes he ran through 
the hiſtory of our nation, and ſhew the deſign of 


God in inſtituting ceremonial uſages. They were 1 
well adapted to prevent idolatry, to which the na- 


tion — been formerly addicted; and to repreſent 


thoſe ſubſtantial benefits, 4 the Meſſiah was 
to progure. It was no blaſphemy to ſay that When 


they had anſwered the end of their inſtitution, they 
were to be aboliſhed. Perceiving that they would 


RY with ene Jeſus Chl, and with vio- 
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not let him go through his defence, he taxed his 
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> latibg che law: When they heard theſe charges, they 


Were cut to the heart, and they gnaſhed on him with 
their teeth: But he, being full of the Holy Ghoſt, looked 
up ſtedfaſtly into heaven, and ſaid, Bebold, I fee the 


beavens 8 and the Jon of man Hanging on the my 
ue of God. 


C. Where was he when he exclaimed. + Wo ? | 

T. He was at the bar in the council- chamber in 
the temple, where the Sanhedrim ſit to hear cauſes; 
the place, againſt which his accuſers ſaid be had 


ſpoken blaſphemous words.* This exclamation broke 


-up the court in the utmoſt confuſion; ſome cried 
out with a lcud voice, Blaſphemy! Blaſphemy ! others 


Nopped their ears, and the zealots, ruſbing on him with 


one accord, led him from the temple, and out of the 


city, to his execution. They ſtoned him without 


the gate on. the eaſt ſide of = City, on che ep 
deſcent towards the vale of Jehoſaphat. T 

Ci. You followed, I preſume; did you get near 
enough to hear any 'of his laſt words? 

T. I faw him kneel down, and I heard: ; Ex 4 


| dreſs two prayers to Jeſus Chriſt; one for himſelf, 


the other for his enemies. The firſt was, Lord 
Feſus receive my ſpirit; and the laſt, Lord lay not this 


In to their charge. He fell aſſeep as ſoon as LBP had 
tered the laſt of theſe ejaculations. - 


C. Did our compaſſionate maſter appear to to him 


again at the place of ane as he had ry 
to him in the hall? 


F. I heard nothing of 5 an appearance. = 
C. His death very much reſembled that of our 
. His two laſt prayers were evidently taken 
n 8 TED af: our e nd en — 
| e Wer; 


2 Acts vi. 13. 14. A fe 57, 88. '$ Pocock's Deſerip. 
of the Kaſt, vol. ii. chap. 6. || Timon had not read a late 


n which fy , Stephen ”_ Naa when be nes 70 


— 


8 ber, 4 
and another, Father! into thy bands I 2 my 


criſice, and, the law ſays, 
God, ſave unto JEHOVAH ONLY, he ſpall be utterly 
| deftrayed. + Thus will the good man's character 
lie under a charge of conſtructive blaſphemy. Had 


contrary 
' WORSHIP. NO OTHER GOD: FOR Jznovan, WHOSE 


m e as I ſaid before. 


Tha. xl. &. f 


of this petitions was, Father! forgiv ze them» 


ſpirit. I The forgiving of ſins, and the 


2 a departing ſoul, are works of Jehovah; to him 


Jeſus Chriſt applied for both; and Stephen, by a 

5 . to Jeſus for both theſe pleſſin . — P 

chat, in his opinion, Jeſus and 7 — are one. 

J. The murderers of Stephen, then, will contt- 

nue to think, that he was: guilty of blaſphemy? | 
0. U ndoubtedly. They will ſay, God is an 


| allfufficient being.“ His allſufficiency is the ground 


on which our ſcriptures claim religious worſhip for 


him. The invocation of others implies an inſuf- 


ficiency i in God.: The forgiveneſs of ſin is one | 
of his moſt glorious works. The receiving of 


a departing ſoul is another. PN Prayer is called /a- 
e, that pm er to any 


Stephen taken Jeſus Chriſt, as ſome of our coun- 
trymen take him, for a good man only, he would 


have been guilty of RELATIVE blaſphemy by in- 
voking him, for he would have given a ſanction to 


a practice, which evidently tends to diſhonour 
God, by diverting ſome of the nobleſt acts of the 
mind from him, and by fixing them on a creature, 


to his expreſs command, Thou SHALT 


NAME 1s JEALOUS, 18 A JEALOUS Gob. The la- 
pidation of Stephen, however, cannot be juſtified 
in Either of theſe caſes; for the law relates only to 
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. this to the ſubject 
All und before the judgment ſeat of eech That 


Purpoſe? The paſſage is chis. 


* 


„ 


lication of the truths, 


| a 1 have thrown into a dialogue ferm, | 


l ls to another evidence of Chriſt's. divinity. 
1 my brethren, the-applitation of old 


| Alien e 45 belong to Fehovab, to Feſus 


Chriſt in the new teſtament, and try whether you can 


 #equil:#be writers of 'the new teſtament of miſrepreſen 
tation, on ſuppoſition that Feſus is net God. This ob- 


ſervation. does not ſo much regard the force of the 


terms; as the wiſdom and equity of thoſe, who ap- 


ply them. In men, who pretend to inſpiration, 
"We have a right to look for the utmoſt preciſion. 


What ſhould we have thought of Peter, if he had 
claimed the crown of 'Judea from the/ reignin, 


Prince, and had ſaid in ſupport of his claim, It is 
-written, Davip's ſeed. fs endure fer ever, and his 
'#hrone as the ſun before ne? And what then? it 
would have been ſaid, what have y to do with 
what is predicted of another perſon? Let us apply 
in hand. S. Paul ſays, We ſball 


we ſhall all be * we allow. But how do you 
Prove that Chriſt ſnall be our judge? Becauſe, adds 
the apoſtle; i is written, As I live, ſaith Tat Lokp, 
every knee ſhall bow to WE, and every tongue ſhall con- 
Feſs te Gov. What fort of reaſoning is this? 
How does this apply to Chriſt: if Chriſt: be not 


God? and how- dare a man quote one'of the moſt 


guarded paſſages in the old teſtament for ſuch a 
"There is O GO 
ELSE BESIDE ME. A juſt God and 4 Saviour, there is 


BONE BESIDE ME. Ian God, and THERE 18 NONE 


ELSE. Unto ME every knee ſball b. y tongue ſhall 
Fewear.'F The apoſtle's reaſoning is this. Jehovah 
Te. eve knee ſhall bow to him. Jeſus is Jeho- 
ele . fore ohh ry Fence | ſhall bow to Fun, 0 

IE 065 


. * Pani. 20. . 4 Rom. xiv. TY 11. x I, ir 20, &. 


F 
705 n' the Bapt my . is he, who tas ſpoken of ly rhe 
vphet Efaias, ſaying, Prepare ye the way. Ge 
- a Pods the way of THE Lokp, make ſtraight N 
n highway for ous GoD. Say unto the cities of Ja- 
dvb, Bebold your. Gov. + Bebel, tbe Lon p Gop will 
come, aud fred his flock like 8 ſhepherd.y But what 
has John the Baptiſt to do with all inis deſcrip- 
tion, if Jeſus Chriſt be only a meſſenger of Jeho- 
vah, and not Jehovah himſelf; tor Ifaiah F 
N ye the way of Jenovan ? 
A prophet, ſpeaking in the name of God, aps, 
| 7 le inhabitants of Jeruſalem ſpall look upon ME, whom 
they pierted. An evangeliſt ſays, One of the ſol- 
diers with u ſpear pierced the fide of Jeſus, and the 
ſcripture was fulfilled, which faith, ＋ * Ml 5 on | 
un, whom'they pierced. + © 
A prophet ſays, I ſaw the Loks fitting por 5 
Runes bigh, and lifted up, and bis train led the 
temple. And Seraphims cried one to another, Horv, 
Hor v, Hor v, 1s THE Lok p or HosTs, the whole 
earth is full of his glory. f An evangeliſt fk, | 
Theſe things ſaid Eat, when he _ HIS s glory; and 
Hale of NE, that is, of Jeſus. I 
A prophet ſays, The Lon p or HOSTS HIMSELF. 
Hall be for @ ſtone of ſtumbling. 5 An apoſtle: ſays, 
| C hriſt is that fone of flumbling.*. ; | 
It would be endleſs to enumerate all the paſſages, 
which are thus applied to Jeſus Chriſt. Allow 
Jeſus Chrift to-be God, and all theſe applications | 
are proper. If we deny it, the new teſtament, we 
muſt own, is one of the moſt unaccountable com- 
poſitions in the world, ane to make. SPE 
wow. RINGS to 88 underſtood. | 125 Bp”. 


1 Matt. iii. 1. 3. 3 10 apes Zech. vi. 10, 


ohn xix. 34. 36, 37. f Ila. N. i, 2, 3. A 5 
rg 4s, 5 1 * 8 39- : 
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Let us take a angle paſſage of the old refta- 
ment, and let us ſee what the application of it to 
Jeſus Chriſt proves. John the Baptiſt ſends two 
of his diſcip ba to. Jeſus Chriſt to aſk him, Whe⸗ 
ther he —— the expected Meſnah? The meſſen- 
gers find him in a crowd of diſeaſed people. To 
one, who had been blind, he gives fight, To an- 
other, who had been deaf, he gives hearing. He 
cleanſeth lepers, and makes the lame walk. Hav- 
ing healed the infirmities of their bodies, he ad- 
dreſſeth himſelf to the diſorders of their minds, 
and ſpeaks with an authority unknown to the 
ſeribes. By the gracefulneſs of his deportment, 
he obtains the attention of his hearers. By the 
truth of his doctrine, he obtains the aſſent of their 
minds. By cloathing his ideas with images, the 
archetypes of which chad produced pleaſure and 
in in his hearers, he . ey an authority over 
their hearts, and excites, as he pleaſes, the hopes, 
the fears, the. Joys, the ſorrows, of his audience. 
Having opened theſe grand ſprings of human ac- 
tion, he gives plain and profitable rules of con- 
duct for the producing and promoting of ſocial 
Kappinefs. John's meſſengers took the. firſt op- 
| Ir a of delivering their meſſage. Fobn Bap- 
 tift, ſay they, hath ſent us unto thee, ſaying, Art thou 
be that ſhould rome, or look we for another? Jeſus 
anſwering, ſaid unto ' them, Go your way, and tell 
Jobn what things ye have SEEN and HEARD, how that 
Ide blind ſee, the lame wall, the lepers are cleanſed, 
the deaf Bear, the dead are raiſed, to the poor the poſ- 
ge 16 Preacbed. And bleſſed is he whoſeever ſball dot 
I 4 in me. John's diſciples return to the pri- 
. tell their maſter what miracles they had ſeen, 
Oy what doctrines they had heard, adding that 
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put the proof 65 l Metin 
p ing the blind to fee, the lame +0. 
'% ogy on; and on the plainneſs of his doc- 
be e the loweſt of mankind, THis is the ſact: 
Let us hear John and his two diſciples, hom we 
in venvare\ to name Reuben and e _ let 
us ſer what they can make of this fact. x 
iy . be wy We do not well corhprehend che meat | 
0 8 | 
95. I ii bun thoronghly. He wagen, 
3 what the prophets predict of the Meſſiah; 
ompare my miniſtry with their predictions; and 
if my biſtory exactly anſwer their prophecies; you 
may fairly infer that I am the efliah; $7] * 
promiſed, and fo eagerly expeCted;” - 

Othntet. The prophecies ' are ways nametous 
alter to which of them did he rrter us? 

7. To the thirty-firſt ſection of the opheey 6f 
Lſtich, where miraculous works and fimplicity af 
doctrine are faid to eharacteriſe the Me 18 mi- 
niſtry; and theſe are the two evidenees of his mi- 
ion, which he gave you; The blind wn — 
N. go tiningt. Take the pare 2 

| the ſection, __ 


. Te wiltertie and the ſolitary Make! Fro ARE 


ted for. thein : and the deſert ſhall rejcice and biaffem 45 4 
* ' the refer It fball Heſſe abundauilv, aud rejoite even 
1 wich, ay and Anzing. The glbry 'of Lebanon fpull-bf 
it % unte i,; Fed extellency , Carmyl” amd Sharch. © 
d, ' Foy hall fee ide glory of Febovch, und The excellenty - 
7 of "our Ged. Strengiben yr tht weak bangs, au con. 
of Irn la feeble knees. Say th them, that are of fearful 
i- 1 ' beart,” e frong, feur et: behold your Gel will comms. 
n, "with ar fee r, even Ge doll a retompence, by wil 
at tome and ſave you.” Lien wh the Blind ſhall be 
ir WW Copter, tind the ears of full be wnſtepped. 
n: 9 the as: ö a "IN — 


he 1 ns ; TY 


ofthe dun ng; for in: abe, aoilderneſe fail, 
break aut, and ſtreams in the deſert. And tbe parebed 

. - ground ſhall become 4 pool, and the thirſty land ſprings 
of aten. In ibe habitation of, dragons, ue each 
lay, ſpall be-graſs with reeds and &. 1g 4 7 
way Hall be bert, and a way, and it ſball b 
75 be way of hnlineſs 5 the unclean ſhall nos paſs over 
it; Nes it ſball be for thoſe-:,. the 7 an men, 

ber foals, ſhall nat err therein. No Lon. T3 

J. Stop. Read the laſt line again. 

i 1 Tbe fer en, e Hal foal not. err 

Tr ORR 9055 
Fos pa hg NoT: nA HEALING chat ! 18 to 

'H ſay, The avay of | holineſs. ſhall be rendered. ſo plain 
by the doctrine of the Meſſiah, that tbe meſt illite- 

nate of mankind ſhall not be liable wo err therein. 

' To. this prophecy: Jeſus referred you, when he 
ſaid, Jh poor have. the goſpel. aer unto them. 

This excellent method of teaching 

. culous. recovery, of Agbt to: the Hed, and of heal 
#0 the difeaſed, were to take place at the ſame HE, 
.and-to be introduced by the ſame * $09. 


; perſon, who, introduccth both theſe, | is 
miſed Meſſiah.” 


O. We ſaw Jeſvs Pere 33 bm ah 1 we 
| - beard. him ſpeak as never man ſpake; and the 
I prophet ue ſee, deſcribes theſe actions, as pro 
of the . e of che Meſfiah: but, Rabbi f the 
Prophet docs not aſcribe theſe events to man, he 
Aays, Gop will come; Bebold! vox Goo will come; 
He gvill cnme and ſaue gc; and he calls the whole 
f eee of events a diſplay of rng e or 
* RHOVAR, the excellenc F. ou Gop. What has 
2 * eſus ot Nazareth to © N the incommunicable 
he 7 The Meſffah i is ſometimes ſpoken, * in our 
projhecics as Jebovab, and ſometimes he is called 
90 3 Jehovah's | 


Jehorab's vin. Someti { ks - 

2 ſcribed dim an —— ch 5 5 
; faber. Our wiſe men, whoſe eyes are-darkened, 
and whole table is become a ſnare,. ſo that bai ſbould 
baue bets for their welfare is become à trap have 
imagined two Meſſiahs, the one an -exalted, the 
other 4 debaſed perſon: but the truth is, The 
Meſſiah is one extraordinary perſon, in whom two 
natures, the nature of God and the nature of man, 
are united. What is affirmed of him in one view. 
cannot be faid of him in another. This idea of the 
rſon of the Meſſiah is a key to the prophecies; 


1thout ufing i it you: will never be able 6. dai 
yourſelves. 3 CV e e 


I Jeſus Lord then as well as Chi. | 
FJ. Our family have always thought ſo. My i 
father taught me to believe myſelf a prophet of THE 
HIGHEST, becauſe I was to go before the Face of Tur 
 Logp. to prepare his ways; and he took his notion 
of the Lurd, before whom I had the honour to go, 
from this prophet, Who calls the PR before 
whom I. go, Jerovan,'our' GOD. Tr 
R. I have been told, that when the tors Kin gen- 
quired of the ſcribes: where the Meſſiah ald be - 


2 born, they told him at Bethlehem- Judah. Now che 

5 lane prophet, who fixes the place of his birth, fixes 

E - allo. the rant of him, who. was to be born, the , - |», 
e of 1jraet, whoſe goings forth heave been from of 6 old, from © 
e everlaſting, is to be born in Bethlohem-Judab. 1 con- 
feſs this paſſage was incomprehenſible to me. T 

le _ could not conceive how a child born at Bethlehem 

* could cauſe emanations of his excel NC en 

as I days f eternity. % TULLY DUR YOURE TSS | 
= J. There are many prophecies of this kind; and 

” " a ae n ved browns am > 3 
r Huy 2 - 12 inconfi 3 
. | ml 7 f .. Meh. 5 . | 
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| Jnbonfitent; and even Jeandalous,” Do o think a 
Jelſus ſaidi in vain, e is ; be, eig ſhall nos 
_ | in me? e gt ae OF; . 2551 5 
judge — natural 1 or of 1 een : 
cy, by exterior appearances according to the 
falſe maxims of the world: . You have * us, 
that the ſame wiſdom which buried go 
diamonds in dark 3 caverns of rock; 
and earth, generally throws. a vail of. meanneſs 
ouer real majeſty, at once creating a field to exer- 
cite human induſtry, and a crowñ to reward it! 
Were we to tenounce this principle, we ſhould re- 
verence Herod, the cruelleſt of tyrants, an the 
throne, and forſake your the bef : aſt in in the : 
iet wr 1+ 923 in 36 
. Apply this 8 to the p ophecy of Mi: | 
can, The Gotnos rorTH of bim, who ſpall.come 
yoRTH out of Brthlebem, have ben from of old, from 
everlaſting; that is to ſay in plain popular ſtyle, He, 
who ſhall be born at Bethle 1 
our fathers in the earlier ages of the world. 
. Will you explain yourſelf, maſter? a 
J. Iwill, 2 as I am going — 
tie facts, take care you do not draw your _ 
cluſion * either of them ſeparately. ; MF e 
ſion ariſeth from the _— of 1 three. bs God, 
fhink you, inviſible? - 

0. Undoubtedly he i is. Tou bare ieee 
that na man Har ſeen God at any time, and Moſes 
hath taught us, that zo man can: ſee Ged. We 
yenerate theſe tęſtimonies the more, becauſe, we | 

know, they are atm a; to cond Wee right 
Ba n. 118 : gs 1 


EE * pl KY - 
2. This — The firſt 


wie — che 
Irit, TT we call en is inviſible. 


: 4 Exod. xi. 20. Adil 


— 


$5 


tf Di eee ever Appen to our — ; 
K. Some being in the form of ak angel r on. ; 
man, who called himſelf Jel val ared. 
to . nes ws e 4 in hoy ary! __ of the | 
wort 
= en eee or the mefienger, who ppeared 
to our fathers, called himſelf ah, cert * 
was Jehovah, The great 2 of · our — 2 
to diſtinguiſh the one living and true God from | 
every other being. For Fe. purpoſe God taught. 
Moſes to call him by a particular x AME, and ſaid, 
THYS is: my memorial-unto all generations.* N pro- 
mifcuous uſe of names always — a confu- 


ſion of ideas in regard to the objects, to which the 
names are given, and, had not Moſes maintained a 
chaſte preciſion of ty le in his Ain his law 
 would' have defeated its own deſign. B. „ ker 
who appeared to our fathers, ſuffered himſelf 20 b 
worſhipped, and not only took the names and tit þ Fs 
of Jehovah,” bur alfo promiſed and \threatened? 
bleſſed and chaſtiſed in his own right; n 
inſer that he, who appeared of old, was Jehovah, 
rendering > Himſelf yifible and acceſſible to creatures 
by the borrowed form of a man: "Fu 1 Th: 
Heeg laſt abbath 9 0 . ; 

K. 1 Was. 

7. Do you remember what eetion of the * 

Rabbi Samuel read ? 

N. Hf read that ſection, which Ae e i: 

- miſfion of Moſes.+ I took particular notice of it. 
F. You did well. The miſſion of Moſes is the 
moſt important article in the hiſtory of our nation. 

He undoubtedly related it with the utmoſt prect | 
fron; But let us hear the man of Ged. Tux 
ANGEL oF uo An ee, unto Moſes in 4. 6 


* ++ a N 


1. | Exod. | Ul, 15s: | + Eivod. fil vo 


4 
fre; out ef the mids of TS 75 and Jehovah 955 


| Drew not nigh hitler; put off thy ſbaes rem u 


25 + for the Placr. wberecn thou ftandeſt, is boy 


7 AM THE GOD: or THY-FATHER, THE 
Ge D Or "Apnanan THE, GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE 
_ Gop or Jacos.... Say unto the children of Iſrac!, 


1 6 bs Jang an, THE Gop OF YOUR: 2 HE RS, THE 


ob r ABRAHAM; Th GOD or Isaac, THE 


1 70h or Jacos; bath ent me unte yon e this is My 


Mau for ever, and this is MY MEMORIAL unte all 


feneratians. Go, and 1. will be with: thee, bave-not 1 
_ $EHovan wade the dunk, the deaf, ibe ſeeing, and 
the Mn Is. 2 2 pl un, that hes my ens Mor 
i, was. Jeho 1 5 
als Aha, 15 che de mated; . 
gn t is of very little W 2G 
ver fince they have left off to take heed to the 
Lord, and have given themſelves up to the enthu- 
A . of Bath Kol, they have anſwered the prophet's 
| N ſee indeed: bus perctive not: t 


a | pretend; that a created angel held 3 


FTerlation with Moſes, and ſpoke in the name of 
| God, becauſe he was the meſſenger of God. But 

chey wreſt the ſeriptures. Moſes was a meſſen 

5 of God, to our fathers: but would our. fathers, haye 


| bowed their heads and <worfby af Moſes had ſaid 


I the God of your ſat bers, the Cod of Abraham, the 
Cod of Tfaac, the God of Jacob; draw not nigh 4% Me, 
t off your ſboes; and fo on? The lang 
Kot andthe prophets is, Thus SAITH THE: TLonb. 
0. We, allow then the ſecond fact. He, wha 
15 appeared. to our fathers, Was Jehovah+ . 
e reſt the evidence of this fact on this 
5 ſei ny 5 do it only for the ſake of drawing the 


{ubje&t 1 into a narrow compaſs; for: I could argue 


_ trom che eee re Hagar; from that to 
5 Abraham, 


ol I. Aa. vi. 9. 5 l Gen, vi. 1 | 


J 


; * : ” 
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-tounded the creature with the Creator in a manner 


[aſſume a form to render Mnf vile e tg mortals: 


a 7 aſſume the i ANCC 


wor, ſhipped 3 nor. may they bleſs 


N 22 s — 92 pus ee rom HY 
called angels * to, him our father prayed. for 


coins 
after the t other appearances, were gone to in- 


form Lot of the deſtruction of that city and 
him he called THE JUDGE-,OF [THE WHOLE. /EARTY« 
of Jacob alone affords ſufficient Proof. 
The angel, WhO ſpoke to facob in a dream, called 
himſelf Tas Gop-oy BerTaer T and the , Win 
whom Jacob wreſtled, and to whom, he mate ſupple 
cation, is called IS HO VAE, THE Logn;;Gap, or 
. HOSTS}, There are many appearanpes, re- 


e e e We ee Niche, hay albmiAN- - 


peared, Was the true God, ;Or. Moſes: Ras n- 


"ny dangerous to the hongurigh, the the bleſſed God. 
Ge muſt, | 


If chat endeten enen ufa 
ſay a mau appeared: nt. neither nor, | 
ommunicable W 
God zunor may they, ſuffer. Wr 


names. Three times Jacob called i ha TY 
peared do him, an angel, once he ca 
man; and above thirty times he gave bim the ti- | 
.tles- Jehova, God. The inviſible God did th 
Peas ig OUR fathers then, in human form. 1 5 | 


R. Did. he. not allo ADPEST-. in ae een 
Rabbi? | 


+ Fo Lhete: i is 2, claſs. ef beings, whi e call 
angels, * lilli. higher: ; than e 8 but the 
word angel i is. not 1 the nature, much 
om a ſuppo oem of: thele fpiritsz they 

„ BY -J tell, ** "A | 25 Pu YO de be Skit 8 

6865 xviii. 1, 2. Gen. xix, 1. + Gen. xviii. 22. 


dg. 7% in ak | Len- Mü. 24. 
Hoſea 8 1 
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Able, they have aſſumec + human form. The 
idea of God manifeſting himſelf to men in the 
perſon of a many cles chat runs through all 
ikke hiſtory, and all the prophecies, of our ferip- 
tutes. This man is ſtyled Jehovah's'fellow;® and 
the chirck fact, which I propoſe to your conſidera- 
wien, ie chat, which the prophet Micah mentions, 

N. The threw: facts, then, are theſe God is 


* 
* 
* 


— 


an Wnvifible ſpirit. God, the invilible ſpirit, af 


famed an human form, and in it appeared to our 
s; in the early ages of the world! © He; who 
Affamed the form ef à man, in the early ages of 
the werdd, in appearing to our fathers, actually 
ne a man, and was born at Bethlehem- Judah. 
Pheſt are the three facts; tlie inference Is 
we Jeſus, hd Was born at Bethlth 
| ore his birth, appea 
Wr hipp "them. 1 Jehovah, the Lord their 
Py have, do itte prieſts, and to the popu- 


in wy ding, e to Gabriebs prediction to 
my father, I have turned mam of 22 7 * 
racl TO ThE Lond THER Goat” 25 + 3 . 
. We are chen to conclude from the p 


: Had Jedi referred'us, that e is 
| protniſed Meſſiah... _ 

5 . Parr, 1 have 
Goc of truth, who can have 10 meg Ted. 
ing us, and whoſe: erfect wiſdom renders it — - 
dee him to Want proper words tolenpreſs his 


* word. & or * mien, de- 


„ 


et W «aa 15 27.1 FRE 1 Luke. 16, 
This pally De. Clatks 85 longs to jeſus Chriſt, | 


a 


1, exitted 
red to bur fathers; and was 


rating him before myſelf, be- 
I die contented becauſe 


WA * #== - 
4M e N 11 


9 | 2 c 
; * 9 8 ity KL termine 


tion Wa the Sor rap 46 rn the adds 5 of * 
ſus, Ire fon thus. faiah ſpeaks. of works to be 
ormed at the coming of Jarovan THE Gov | 
0 SRAEL. Jesus comes, N Ft verbs. 
' Bs clafmis the titles, of Wich the pro ey | 
Wis there. be therefore any.. fixed me Ago on, 
ere t to be given. to Jeſus, Js | 0. 
vau, THE. 'Gop or IsRaut. 1 
meth from beaven, be ts 228 pes 85 
teſtimony, Js. 4% * feat, that God * 


g one pong Gi more, the quotation of 
ive the the moſt contemptible idea 

f t "Writer's abilities, did I not believe that he 
tool K Jekus Chriſt to be God. On the contrary, if 


* he Wr to prove the deity 10 Ih Th Chriſt, ad? 
ir mite hi 4 invinei roves _ 1 
he - the Poin EE San 8 P Uo 
. the Hr o of 1 clivates' chi above the 

ie whole creatign, and requires all the angels to adore 

to him. We A, By what de do; ou require 

1 the cele[Hal ff irics to adore a oh Becauſe, re- 

A plies he, God ſad, Let all 1 e 

cy ſhip nin. We anſwer, There is no ſuch W 

ta u the genuine ſcriptures.” * "There. i is, 

the paſſage in the ninery-ſeventh. plan, I ich Ai, 

1 Confounded be all 225 that ſerve graven images, that. 

the boaſt | them _ of Ny . worſhip Jenovan all 5 

ev- ods ods, Or aug „ BY xt how does a com 


; 15 


6 4. 0 
Let us hear the pſalmiſt. Tn fe 


To " the garth 1 275 oice : Tet the. wultit 


Los p on. 5 
iſles be glad 
F/ x4 8 Clou and darkne $; are 4, about- 955 
viel eo meſs ſs and Judgment are the habitaticn. of nts 
"throne, A fire goeth before HIM, and burneth up nts 
0 2 round. about. His 1; is binings ent: 3g btued the 
8 world : "the earth [aw and able. 7 The. bills melted 
"Tike Wax at the preſence of. Je oval, at the, reſence 


"of. THE Lord or THE WHOLE EARTH. The bea- 


Vens declare nis "righteouſn 5 and all tht, people ſee 
Als glory. * Confounded be 22 95 P 15 Bat ler de ebe 


images, 2 boaft themſelves & idol; wönsnib H 


ALL yg Sops, The- natural im ſions which 
theſe paſſages. make « on the TER the 8. The 
| pfalmiſt deſcrib es "the SUPREME, Gov, and © com- 
4 'mands the angels to \ worſhip HIM. S. aul c JUotes 
the Plalm, ap lies i it t to rsgs, 7 the 
| Angels to ot Ip. HIM. Jzsvs 18 therefor fol ore, in ne 
"Paul's account, 0D SUPREME. _/ Oe 
"Tx." "Examine; whether evi 
notion Pa Cpriftianity, which the 27%, 2 ave "tht 70 
countrymen of il, if Feſus. Chrift "hr: £0 3 
coming of the Meſfiah was foretolc 's he pre 
Phets. The calling of the gentiles from, t © Wor- 
ip of idols to the worſhip Bf the one 157 and 
true God. is one eyent, w ich, the prophets Jad, 
the coming of the Meſſiah Thould bring to pals. 
Tf Jeſus Chriſt be e God, the event anſwers.) the pro- 


IC] Ce 


: Chet 118 1 in general wo ſhir p N lus, hie 56 IS Ic Jo 
atry, If he be not God. bh a ſecond, be „an 81 
fourth ch "Fic t of Tfaiah.: are "one <6ntinny wed Git. 
courſe; * he firlt five * 21108 Feds 125 ent 
of the Melia and tþ a 5 F 
e ſixth. Verſe to the end'« 
n of" the SIONS" and . Fils 


2 4b 6404, ® 


Fan 


OMG + 


us have. Fail that | 
ar 


Þhecy ; if not, the event! is not comme to Se: for 


„„  +a&- 

cry Are foretold. And? the fourth tha ter 10 a. 
conſolatoty cloſe'to the diſcourſe, addreſſed to the 
pious Jews. + . 15 deſtruction of idolatry, f in the 

ſecond part, is thus expreſſed. The day F . the 
Lord of - hoſts ſhall be'upon ALL," THE HILLS, that. are. 
lifted up, and upon ALL PLEASANT PICTURES... Tux, 
Lonb ALONE fhall be exalttd*in that day. "And TER 
1D0Ls he Ba utterly 5 arolh. The prophet calls this 
2 in + es br of the Lord; and S. Paul adopts. 
d ſays Med Epheſians, who had hoon 
Wonne e Fe were ſometime darkneſs : but "now are 
| e light in the Lord; Wale as children of. light. 00 
The prophet Iſaiah was not ſingular in his notion. 
Another prophet ſays, IE HO Añ will Famiſo all the 
gods o the earth, and ey prey WORSHIP HIM, every. 
one from his place, even all the iſles 75 the beatben. „ 
Another ſays, THE Loxp ſhall be king over all th | 
earth: in that day ſhall there 5 ONE Land; AND: 600 
nau ONE. A fourth adds, From the riſing, of 
the” fun even unto the going down of the ſame, MY, 
NAME ſhall be great among the gentiles, and in every. 
Plate” intenſe. ſhall be offered unto vv” NAME, and a 
Jure offering : for My NAME SHALL BE "GREAT 
AMONG THE HEATHEN, SAITH THE LORD OF. 
Hos rs. The prophets then intended to make 
their countrymen underſtand, that the advent of 
_ the'Mefſliah would be fatal to idolatry, by eſta- , 
: blithing t the pure worſhip of one living and true. 
God. Let us ice eqn events juſtify, this Pier; 


di&tion. TI, 5 
Ar "Finds affirms, that 64 all 


The verdad VI 

| Sarin people, for upwards of three hundred years 

After Chriſt; were generally Unitarians, what is now. 

gilled'cither Arian or Sg inian,”$ Mr. Lindſey 

18 FI or nent In his opinion. Bothe eminent men 
8 47 TAN G 2 44. EDM in 


TY "* TROY, v. 8. 1 Zep br ji. 11. I Zech. XIV. 9. j Mal. 
1. 11. 3 1 24. "edit 2d. 


=O 


332 the church of Rome, ms fore leaned li 

in the proteſtant churches, both at home, 
abroad haye maintained. the fog opinic 

the other hand, divines ec uall 


ally En 
| credible, have maintain the oppo ſite opinion, and 
- this laſt claſs, I think, haye embraced that. ide, 
_ which has 1 55 e in it, and the. be 
| 8410 uments to ſupport it. IE would uld be e 
low chriſtians, to engage you in a queſtion, which 
muſt receive its anſwer from records,. that are in- 


5 acceſſible to moſt of- Ts The deciſion, too, Very 


| little concerns vou; for the rule of your faith is 
not. the TD, ſtyle of the fathers, but the jure 
| 7 of God. You have been taught to anſwer 
| queſtions 'of this Kind with that well known 
ſaying of 3 great man; THz BIBLE, AE w 1s 
THE RELIGION. OF. PROTESTANTS, | 
Our Preſent ar argument does Rot enter into this 
queſtian. © We only affirm, what neither fide will 
deny, that let the Li of the primitive chriſtians 
be what it would, their practice was to WORSHIP 
JIxsus Cyrxisr. However they deſcribed his nature 
in thar creeds, worſhip bim they certainly _ 
| 1 ied of this I will adduce three unfuſpected 
witne £3, who, having no ſhare i in our diſpute, can 
have no kind of intereſt in deceiving, 3 111 
works of the two firft you have in. Engliſhz and 
aſk "ny, one, who is capable of anſwering, whether 
Timpoſe on you in the laſt. Our firſt witneſs is 
Pliny. Pliny was appointed governor of the pro- 
vince, of Bithynia by the Emperor Trajan; in the 
year one hundred and thre: Kev here were chriſti 
in that * in 8§. Peter's, ne, and he wrote 
his epiſtles to them. . Pliny examined, and pu- 
| niſhed fea chriſtians for their nonconformity to 
the eſtabliſhed religion « ff the wha In a letter 
to 
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1 they affirmed the whole of their tw 
CT lere that they mit on @ ceriuin ated day 


before it , gbr, dar! ADDRESSED THEMSELVES nr # 

4 FORM or 5 | 

&c. 8 L Pet of this D Dr. 
Watts 1 pr hn he title page of your hymn- 


books; and probably the Dr, would have rendered 

the words, they ar e ee ee as o à God. 
Both eome to Pliny meant to inform 
the ; that chriſtians woxsmPetD Chriſt. 

The cſtabliſhed church has inſerted one of © the 
ancient prayers in the liturgy. It is intitled, 17 
prayer of S. Obryſaſtom, and runs thus. AU Men- 

ry Gop, . . . who doſt promiſe, that when two or = 


three are gathered together in HY name. fulfil 


now, O Lonp, the deſires and vrrrrious of thy ſer- 

_ yants.*j. The reverend Mr. Lindſey changes thy 
name-into thy"Son's name. 9 Wedonot diſpute now 
che propriety of this alteration. We affirm an 
hiſtorical fact. The primitive chriſtians rp” 

ped Crit * 
Our ſecond wimels' is Mohammed. This Ara- 
bins impoſtor lived in the ſixth century. ( We 
will return to earlier evidence preſently. "This, as : 
we ſnall ſes by and by, belongs to the geen) 
In ſpeaking of Chriſtians, he ſays, They are infi- 
dels; who: ſay, Verily God is Cbriſt, the fon of Mary: . 
Chrijtians ſay, Chriſt is the” Son of God: may God re- 

Al. n, They are commanded to e one God 

„ tholigh” the 100LATERS bo averſe thereto. + In 

the; light of infidels and idolaters he "conſiders 
COILS he be the Rory and, inches, un 


5 1 iltles, * x. il. 1 Lita 4 „ 
e * Sale's ee, v. ae The Tal. 
* Chap. ! ix. - entitled, The N 5 Immunity. 


8 


=> © 


WE: 


* 


* ; d bring — a to dhe werbe of 3 


2 * i 53 vs: fs Tas al 


"Or Thurd witneſs 3 8] uſtivMartyr , Jaſtinhadbern 
a heathen'philoſopher, and adde kim converſioh to 


_ chriſtianity, he publiſnell tro apologies for chriſti- 


anity, which his! addreſſed. to the reigning ;empe- 
rors, in order to. diſſuade them from perſecuting 
chriſtians. Theſe apalogies are ſome of the moſ 


valuable remains of antiquity. The apologiſt ge! | 


ſcribes, the doctrine, the worſhip, and the cofver- 


ſation. of the chriſtians: of his ky ++ The pagans,” 


: lays he, tax A} With atheiſm: and, "if by "atheiſm 
zbey Hean a refuſal of | kara arg heathen deitits, we 


own wwe are atbeiſts: but, if by atheiſm they" mean a 


refufal of worſhipping any God, we Goon the tharge. 
The true Cod, the Father. THE: . And be 


Spirit WE) WORSHIP, AND ADORE, &c.“ Chriſtians. 


- Ut: Juſtin” s time, that is, about: one hundred and 
: ith yes rs after Chriſt, worſhipped Jeſus Chriſt. 


hat 5 far greater part of chriſtians have Con- 1 


tinued to worſhip: Jeſus will not be doybted.- Tk 


worſhippers, of the Son of God are not ſo hard | 


dtiyen to make out a ſucceſſion as ta be obliged 
05 inſert the name of Peter Abelard of amo- 
tous memory. That Abelard, who could with 
equal facility explain Ezekiet's. s prophecies, and. 
compoſe-amorous ſonnets for Heloiſes: that Abe- 


lard, who was, equally: free to unfold the doctrine 


of the Trinity, and ruin the peace of a family, by 
debauching his patron's niece; that Abelardd is put 


into a liſt of, unitarians by 4 gentleman of un- 


ſpotted morality, in whoſe eyes a vile perſon is abbor- 
red. A 89 9 0 of the e of e and 
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N what o our opponents all 
| on a ont S ene af ae 6 Goran 
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wa col corruy 
compared with.t 


AW 


| enn of the general hon 
iche to Je e e 

| à mere man, the 057008 of 

hit 1 Is ido latry. Idolatry i 18. either, 31 Tl — 

ſhipping: of the 12 Ys 2 Lane iet: ſymbol or 

-reprelentation; 15 he worſhipping, ee 

a be the true Ge Nh 15 10 
. 3 0 y. Wor PTE? Ing 0 ers 8 
; 8 therefore the In 01 chriſtians haye 


ag, des tri 


855 


W + J abel Jeſus, and if Jeſus, be a, mere man 
only, 15 generality of, chriſtians, hays; AER n int | 
ae try. | - 36 


2 
K 


enge in in this, 


| IV. 
1 SL 


The. lahgn.. of Mr. Firmin Was to ran El 
wy he 255 The 


fads i allow d Rt the” laſt 13 


ards. e pre ſumpti 
that the whole e chürch has not injured 955 


H G d. by. worſhip ping riſt: and, if gur 85 
b char, which he Prophers foret 5 95 


8 2 LES 
3.7 Rev. f kid 5 Ar dloge. 30. Afeer all, Abele 
| The a . See Abelard. Rem. M. in Bayle. The 


not nee Aan a 10 


ſin ere Ap og, dare fay, had, 


is 27 20% HON 15 79.21 3 As! K 
V. Mr Lindley " Apology, p P 106, 197. 1 7 df 


ESE forks. A | 
b, A 


BUT ONE andi the be cli 


| ng” the: apoſtles did not © foreſee hits idolatrous 
wor Jeſus, God gave them a Tels degree of 
the ſpirit than he gave Moſes ; and then what be. 
come of all thoſe paſſuges in both eftametits, which 
declare the mos plentiful effuſion to the apoſttes? 
If che apoſtles did foreſee, and did not foretell, 
this dangerous departure from their doctrine, what 
become of all their fine profeſſions of deciaring the 
WHOLE open «Agr 7 'of LEE NOTHING 
that might be profitable, of imparting i ox souls, 
and do ont e theſe pu Four vmantic? 
The writers of the new 3 eſta- 
Hliſhed a purity of faith and manners in the firſt 
churches, foreſaw arid forerold the corruptions of 
chriſtianity. In regard to Mon ALs, they ſaid men 


would become nol, beady, bigh. minded, lovers of 


pleaſures more than Irvers of God. 5 They faid alſo, 
15 the latter times, ſon ſhall depart from 
" gives. beed to the db of bons Demons, 
according to the theology of the pentiles, were 
mid — n the ſovereign gods, and 
mortal Of "theſe demons there were ac- 
GA ror wo kinds. One kind of demons were 
the fouls of men deified or canonized after death. 
The other kind of demons were fuch as had never 
__ fouls of men, nor ever dwelt in mortal 
| Thefe Utter demons may be 1 
| ih = ; as the former may with 'canonized 
| ane S. Paul therefore foretold, chat chriſ- 
e mould be e wth = ns 


23 M. ee nay 
5 — 2 of Brat Dili r tie 


not ingonſiſtent with it. III 6 £34k 


” THE FAITH, 


, 


480 
of faints and angels. Theſe events have come to 
paſs, and tliey confirm the truth of the goſpel, as 
the devils publiſhed of old the miſſion of Chriſt. 
But in what part of the holy ſcriptures ſhall we 
find the leaſt intimation of chriſtians falling 

idolatry by worſhipping Chriſt? Thoſe 527 


tures, which are able to mate men wi iſe unto ſal- 


vation; thoſe ſcriptures, which were given by in- 
ſpiration of God, and are profitable for dotirine, for 


reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs"; 
thoſe ſcriptures, which mate a man of God Safes 


and thoroughly furniſh him unto all good works,* tn. 
they have left us without warning on this da 5 
ous topic? Why did not the founders of ehrt 
tianity, like the Jewiſh legiſlator, call heaven and 
earth to record againſt their ſucceſſors, and warn 


them againſt worſhipping A New GoD, THAT CAME . 


NEWLY UP, whom their fathers feared not.+ | 
Tf the worſhipping of Jeſus Chriſt, under the 
ſanction of revelation, be idolatry, whether that 
ſanction be real or pretended, it is the moſt dan- 
hes becauſe the moſt ſpegious, kind of idola> 
„ that ever appeared in the world; an idolatry, 
m6 has ſomehow or other originated in the ora- 
cles of God; an idolatry, that has interwoven 1t= 
ſelf with civil conſtitutions ; an.idolatry, that de- 
ludes the moſt upright of mankind; an idolatry, 
of longer ftanding than any other; an 1dolatry, | 
therefore the moſt likely to remain for ever. Is 
this the Davy, which Abrabam ſaw, and was GLADPt 
Was it the approach of this LUMINARY, that oc 
cafioned the rapturous flights of the prophers ?- Is 


this the reigning of JEHov an, before bis ancients glori- 


ouſly F Is this the making F. new beavens, an 


5 anew 
1 2 Tis . 18. PIES 1 XXXii. 7 | 


4 new earth, wherein 3 RIGHT EOUSK ESS ?* 


Is the THRONE, from whence laws proceed,, that 


make all things new, filled by an uſurper?+ And 
is the name, whereby me ſhall be called, THE Lox D 
on RIGHTEOUSNESS FT O thou immortal, invi- 
ſible only yiſe God! rather than ſuffer. thy. glory 
to be thus obſcured, cover the doating prophets 

with confuſion | Periſh chriſtianity with. all its 
gaudy one | Give us back Judaiſm ! Return 
us Moſes, who was faithful in all thy bouſe! I 

If the goſpel have ee idolatry; if it have 
i cured the lives, the properties, the honours, the 

civil and the religious liberties of mankind ; if it 
have illuminated the minds, purified the hearts, 
and faved the ſouls of millions of men; 3 it de- 
ſerves all the encomiums given it by the prophets. 
Where are the thirty thouſand gods that were wor- 
ſhipped in Greece in Eliſha's time? ¶ Are they not caft 
to the bats, and the moles? Where are the nineteen 
beaſts in human ſhape, who were enſlaved by every 


twentieth lord?* Who opened their blind eyes — their 
dignity, and brought theſe priſoners out of the pri- 


fon houſe? The Lord Jeſus came forth as a mighty 
man; be ſtirred up jealouſy like a man of war; be 
cried, yea rored, be prevailed againſt bis enemies. He 
_ broug bt the Blind by a way that they knew not, be 
| b. darkneſs light before them.F Well may the 
wilderneſs, the cities, the villages, the caves, give 
— By Tebovah-Jeſus, and declare his praiſe in the 
iſlan 
If we allow that Jeſus Chriſt. hath. deſtroy ed 
ola. e he is wee _— whe 


. 55 Errors 


= If. Ixv. 17. . 22 + 1522 xi. 9 5 51 is, watts 


5, 6. || So Heſiod . them, and he lived in Eliſha's | 


time. See Potter's Antiquit. vol. i. book ii. 


5 Potter, vol. i. * le: chap. 18 —. 69 Tf 
1 Th. Alu. * 16. 11, The 7+ Mm 


. 


— ; 


ta) 


errors and vices of the chriſtian world a appear” 
few in compariſon of thoſe, which abounded in 


che heathen world; and, compared with the bene- 
fits derived from the goſpel, they are only? Ne {pow 
in the ſun. % 


VIII. If Fefus Chris be not Cad, you wth Je obliged 
to allow, that Mobammed has written more clearly on 
the nature of Chriſt, than the apoſtles have, and that 
the Turks, who reje#? the goſpel, have clearer notions of 


the nature of Feſus aged: than chriſtians 422 who 
receive and Auch it. 


 Anſpired- writers. 19 tene | 


Te word way Gop. a 55 They are Id Ip ELS, 


wWꝛho fay, God is Chriſt.“ 
Jefus is THE: vile” Chriſt the Sonof Mary 

An or God's oloRY, is no more than an APOS- 

and THE EXPRESS IMAGE | IE + 

or His PERSON. | 


Hie fall be e the S ennie 49 Chriſt is 
508 of OY the so of God. How. 
| _ _.__ are they infatuated! T: 
WA e Way be it rot Go. 
that he ſhould have a | 
73 WA. on 
7 © Chj ai i Lon J]ueſus is no other chan” : 
or ALL. lt. 2 SERVANT. | - 


When N e Thou art Griſt, the Son : 
of the. living God, Jeſus anſwered, Upon this rack 1 
will build my church, and the gates of bell ſhall not 
prevail a it.“ With much the ſame view S. 
Paul ſaid, The church of the living God is the pillan 
and ground of ruth. 1 To Preſerve this truth for 
. 


22 | hn "Wa + Heb. 44. * 1 1438s Abs oy : 
_ * Sale's Koh, chap. v. Ze Table. + Chap.v. 1 2 
ir. The Declgpation of Immunity. Chap. iv, Women. Chap. 
Ali namen * Gold, * Mat xvl. 18. #1 


o 


Tim, iii. 155. 


Cay 


ever in a church, Jeſus Chriſt p promiſed: his FOR 


ples to be. With, them alway even UNTO THE END Or 
TE wORLD.*,, The. ſpirit of TRUTH, ſaid he, whom 
THE WORLD: CANNOT RECEIVE, -4Welleth with you, 
and ſhall be in you, be ſhall aBIDE witu you ror 
EVER. . But if the generality: of chriſtians believe 
the divinity of a mere man, they believe a lie, and 
Fauna of truth, whom-the world cannot receive, has 
aken the chriſtian church, and Wella in the 
moſques of a vile impoſtor. 
It may be ſaid, eee taught the, unity of 
| God. The unity of God is truth, and if one truth 
dwell with an-impoſtor, why may not another? We 
anſwer, The unity of God is diſcoyerable. by the 
light of nature; it is a truth of natural religion: 
but the doctrine of Chriſt's perſon is a truth of 


revelation. Ot the truths of revelation Chriſt and 


his apoſtles ſpeak... The generality of chriſtians 

deftand a truth of revelation in one ſenſe. | Mo- 

hammed and his followers underſtand it in a contra- 

ty ſenſe. A high degree of probability is is againſt the 
latter. 3 


Laſtly. 1 0215 der what  numberleſs paſſages of ſerip- 


ture have no ſenſe, or a very abſiird one, if Jeſus Chriſt 


be a mere man. To | give a few inſtances. Jeſus 
iſt was made of the feed of David according to the 
2 P. Wh hat a ſtrange expreſſion! It might as well 
be ſaid, Paul was made of the ſeed of Benjamin ac- 
| erding te the fleſh. What would ſuch a ſaying mean? 
Great is the myſtery of godlineſa, God was manifeſt in 
the feſb 9 According to the principle, which we 
f S. Paul ſays, Great is the myſtery of godlineſs. 
What? | 00d made a very? wiſe man. A great 
| 8 indeed! 5 
He, that hath ſeen me, hath Nis the Father 1 That 
is He, that hath ſeem)! me, hath heard my doctrine. 


- 


| $1 Tim. fl, 16. || Jokn 89.9 


Thos ES ae es a. TR IS nn Ls 


* TO 
1 nike. xxvili. 49% OR xiv. 16, 17. x Row. i. 3: 


. 


0 Father! glorify thou me with thine own Jef, with. 
the glory, which I bad with thee before the wor war. - 
— ding to the notion, which we oppoſe, our 
Saviour means, Glorify me with the glory, which 
was decreed for me before the world was. "As well 
might Paul have ſaid, when he was ſhipwrecked, 
fave us on boards and on broken pieces of the ſhip,” 
with that ſafety, which we had with thee” before 
the world was. 
Jieſus Chriſt, being in the Pn ＋ Cod, thb it 
wot robbery to be equal with God. + That is, fay ſome, 
| Jeſus, not being God, thought, not of the robbery 
of being equal with God. Glorious humility !' A 
creature did not think of ranking himſelf with the 
creator! The humbleſt effort of the wiſeſt human 
mind was only not to equal itſelf with Jehovah! 
The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my ri br 
band hon art a prieſt for ever. That is, ſay 
ſome, the Lord Jehovah ſaid unto king David, Thou 
art, of all the ſons of — my principal fevourite, who 
haſt free acceſs to me. In vain have learned men 
objected, David could not ſay of himſelf, The Lord 
ſaid unto my lord; nor did he fit at the right Band 
of God, exalted above men and angels; nor were 
all bis enemies ſubdued under his feet; nor did they, 
whom he conquered, pay him a willing obedience: 3 
nor was he an everlaſting prieſt, or an everlaſtin 
king; nor was his dominion extenſroe over the nations 
and the Gentiles. In vain, I fay, have learned 
men objected theſe difficulties; the former .is an 
improved ſenſe, for it keeps moſt out of ſight the 
idea of - worſhipping David's Lord. C oe 
| dangerous to favourite opinions might follow. 
One * n who 1 18 David's Lord? David 


i f... 


* John y Ip + Phil. ii. 6. t Pal. ex. 1. 74 * Ruarus, 
| aa ſome o Kher ke inians, propoſe and adopt this interpretation. 
See Dr. pn Remarks on Eeclelaltica vs! ol. iii. 
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migiut- reply, My ſeul! { thou haſt ſaid unto Jpnavan, 


Hoy AKT MY. Lozn;$. and a third might urge, 


David ſpeaketh in the fixteenth pſalm, concerning 


Jzsvs of Nazareth;* the root of David, the bright, 


dhe. morning - ſtar ;, THR Lox D Gop or THE HOLY 


PROPHETS, Who ſent bis. angels to telify theſe things i in 
the eburches.}., _ 
Take another, example from che ſame pſalm. 
He, Maxentius and his hoſt—Pall drink, ſhall be 
drowned-—of the brook; in the river Tiber—there- 
fore ſhall be, Conftantine—lif+ up his bead, triumph. 
over Maxentius.“ This is the expoſition of that 
truly. great man, Le Clerc: but, take away his 
name, and what has it to recommend it? When 
Mr. Whiſton applied a part of the Revelation of 


8. John to prince Eugene's wars, and procured 


bis cleans: to be preſented to the prince; the 
generous prince politely, rewarded the. author for 
his labour; proteſting at the ſame time, he never 


knew till then, that he had the, honour of being 


act: t but, when the beſt of men adopt a favourite 


* 


Known to S. John. It is very queſtionable whe- 
ther Conſtantine, and Maxentius, Dal. the honour 


of being known to David. 


God forbid, we ſhould tax theſe 8 th 


wilfully perverting the word of God; like Abime- 
lech, in 155 integrity of their hearts they ſpeak and 


notion, eagerneſs. to communicate what gives them- 


ſelves ſo much pleaſure, too often takes place of 
every other conſideration, and their conduct fre- 
| dar reminds us, that the integrity of an expo- 


tor and the truth of * 1 Joe * e 


e things, DD 
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We will illuſtrate this remark. by two . 8 
Hom the worthy, and a Mr. Lindi 
Theſe are his words. ; 
% Rev. v. 43. Bleſſing and . Poet hon unto 
= him, that ſitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb, for. 
ever and ever. The bleſſing and honour is tendered 
to the objett 8 and VISIBLE,” But we 
have obſerved in 8. hen's caſe, that-idolatry 
doth not conſiſt in — ing an inviſihle object. 
The vi/bility and the inviſibility og” the object have 

nothing to do with the nature of the act. Is a 
papiſt leſs an idolater when he worſhips the hoſt 
expoſed to view than when he worſhips Us fame 
hoſt incloſed in apix? . _ 

*The object, ſays Mr. Lindſey, was not upon the 
<« throne : but ſtanding before the midſt of the throne.” 
The poſture and the place of the object have nothing 

to do with the nature of the act. According to 
this reaſoning, when the Lord deſcended in the cloud, - 
and s roOD with Moſes on the mount, ] he was not an 
object of worſhip, he was not on the throne. If 
fitting on the throne entitle Jeſu to adoration, why 
is not our diſpute ended? Does he not ſay, I am 
ſet down with my Father in nis throne 8* 


Mr. Lindſey goes on, The reaſon alſo, whichs is 


affigned for this Woksnip being paid him.” How! 
worſhip paid to. Jeſus Chriſt! I proteſt, were 1 
reading an apology written as long ago as Juſtin. 


Fs. yr's, I ſhould ſuſpect copyiſts of interpolating. 


I mould think the So had paſſed through 
Athanaſian hands, and greatly needed emendation, 
For, in the cantents of this very apology, and in the 
margin, I read, Religious worſhip to be paid to God | 
the: Father” ONLY, aND NOT To our LokD Izsus 


Cnaisr. Who would imagine that the author 
mean Re List 


Chriſt, 
"x Apo. r.. Al — ſo * Rey: ni. 21. 1 
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worſbip 10 be Paid to aur Lord Feſus - 


* \ * 


0 56 0 


|  Clrift, aud a HIGHER DEGREE we 1 1% the Father 
| -ONLY:. 


and honour 10 Chriſt, does in no DEGREE imply bim 
10 be Cod, or AUTHORIZE THE WORSHIP or HIM, 
e or prayer to him. It is no more than a declaration 77 


gur reverence of him, and high eſteem of bis moſt per- 
feli moral character and goodneſs: We may, therefore, 


and wwe ought on all proper occaſions to join with his 
apoſtle in ſaying, 2 Peter iii. 18. To HIM BE GLORY 
„% BOTH NOW AND rox EVER.” ' Chriſt's | MosT 


perfect moral character deſerves an | aſcription of 


glory to him both now and for ever. By parity of 
reaſon every degree of moral rectitude merits ſome 
aſcription of glory to its poſſeſſor. I think, the 
author of the apology hath a great degree of moral 
rectitude: but I dare not tay, Glory be to THE 


APoLOGIST! I dare not ſay, Bleſſing, and honour, and 


| glory, and power, be unto Paul, and unto Mos Es, and 
unto GaBrIier. I do not reaſon on the force of the 
terms. I reaſon thus. There is a doxology in the 
old teſtament compoſed by an inſpired man, and 
by him appropriated to the bleſſed God.“ It is 
yrs to PII a creature in the einn of that 


oxology. Bd tin 
Mr. Lindſey goes W. 65s Tim. JO 's hank 


Foſs Chriſt our Lord, who bath enabled me, for that 


he counted me faithful, putting me into the miniſtry. 
This is no addreſs of thanks to Chrift as an object of 


bi soorſhip, but a ſudden emotion of gratitude in the aooſtlf * 


mind, and expreſſion of his thankfulneſs to Chriſt fer 
bis own miraculous POR lon, As * and call to be an 


E . 
he queſtion is not Whether theſe words: pro- 


4 ceeded r a ſudden,” or a flow emotion; S. Paul 


Was e to write them. Ix is AN expreſſion 4 
is 


5 e 1 Chron. ala, 11. with Ren. OS ; 
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Mr. Lindfey' farcher adds, < The afiribbig 2550 
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haz nen o Chirilt: bat rr 1s 10 e of 
thanks to Chrift as an object of worſhip. But this 


is taking for Dag what ought to haye been 


proved. We ſay, S. Paul gave praiſe to Jai 


Chriſt” his. Lord for a certain bleſſing, which 


God had beſtowed on him. Mr. Lindſey ſays, S. 
Paul gave praiſe to Jeſus for the bleſſing: but he 


did not praiſe him as God. We aſk the proof. 


Were it neceſſary, we could prove from Mr. 
Lindfey's own conceſſions that Jeſus Chriſt is God. 
„g. Paul thanked Chriſt for bis own miraculous con- 
« verſion, and call to be an apoſtle.” Chriſt, then, 


converted: Saul, and conferred on him the apoſtle- 


ſhip. '. But one Ananits, a. devout man, baving a good 


report f "all the Fews, who twelt at. Damaſcus, de- 


clares, that be Lord, even IEsus, who appeared 
unto Saul in the way, was Tae GOD. OF THEIR FA- 
THERS,' Tais Lord appeared to Ananias, and ſet 

Anqnias to tell Saul, that he might be filled with 2” 
Holy Ghoſt.* If there be ng truths, clear in the 
holy ſcriptures, they are theſe; S. Paul aſcribes 
his converſion to God: S. Paul thanks Chriſt for 
his converſion. The laſt propoſition Mr. Lindſey 


allows; the firſt S. Paul repeatedly affirms. Ona 


paſſage may ſuffice, Gop, wnO COMMANDED LIGHT 


TO SHINE OUT. OF DARKNESS, bath ſbined in 25 
bearts,. 1 to give the light of the mag 2 of the glory | 
of God in Ihe face of Feſus Chriſt. A be ſuch 
a thing as drawing a fair . from ſure pre- 
miſſes, we may realy conclude. that. S. Faul 5 
thought Jeſus Chriſt was God. a 
et us recapitulate "theſe articles, and 1 us ' ſee 5 
the inſuperable difficulties, which attend the denial 
of the divinity of our Lord. 
The new nah writers taught the heatliens 1 
to 2 W Chriſt Cody f 1 24 . meant 


8 Faun * . 


15 Ap 12. ix. 17. Xxii. 1125 ix. 17. 
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and 757 1 3 PL oe 7 it. 1 putting into cher 
hands the hiſtory of a man, whom they called Ged, 
and to * Ee aſcribed more and more benefi- 
cent a, hers, and hiſtorians, 
had ever 125 tht of aſcribing t o heathen deities. 

The writers. of the new 1 deſcribed Je- 
| ſus Chriſt to the Jews, a Pore zealous to ſuper- 

' Rition of every. name ho tle. of the one living 
and trug God, by thoſe Vip names and titles, by 
Which that nation had for time N = 
ſcribed Cad; however, they only meant to inform 
the Jews that Jeſus was an extraordinary man. 

he writers of the new teſtament. aſcribed to Je- 
ſus Chriſt thoſe attributes and perfections, which 
no mortal had ever pretended before to aſcribe to 
any but to the Almighty God, and they did this 
in order to Mew that he, WhO PI ſeſſed cheſe p Per- 
fections, Was a great man. 

The writers © the hiſtory of Jeſus declare that 
he created the 753 and that he preſeryes it; that 
We redeemed the church, and that he ſan&tifies and 

aves it; tha 
ſhall be the ; 


I e judge of all .manki 
Works, the performance of which re uiring 1 
perfections, had always been e 9d, theſe 
writers aſcribe to Jeſus for the fake 9 4 convincing 
the world that he was an.extraordina nary man. 
The writers of the new teſtament actually Wor- 
: ſhipped Jeſus Chriſt TEeMszLvEs; they Haid ur 
- FIRST MARTYR died invoking him; they declat red 
"Bk ALL THE ANGELS of God, were commanded to 
p bim; they ſaid, they ſaw. ten thouſand. times 
ts Hens, and nn of 1 round 25 
tbe 
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EVERY Krk to bith it the name of Je 
in berven, every Khice in earth, and every Knee u. 
der th harth om Gregg *. mage to be 
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without their * 9 — would happen, "the 
diſciples of Jeſus worth! Fed, bim, 4 mn, ad 

not the God of Iſrael, and tlie bulk of chriſtians 55 
b eee do fo Er of ſeventeen _} 
—_— years, © f de to the end _ 

I. l OL d ITE __ 


„ 


't J 1 


* 


r 


e | 
. ; * I 


Lie Aich 9 
the event, that Jefus 
Uu 


1 2 | peas by 
rut en lande in the 


— 
35 


——— 
. 4 
. 
— 22 


_ — ES. 2. 
— — — = - ER 2 
2 — — 


revelation: 


| ho expreſſions were written. 
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ate in poſſeſſion of this, truth, the generality of 
as have loſt it, It i is à point, which chriſ- 


tian have always Kucled in thoſe records, which 

are alone capable of eee it is a 
8 a which Turks have never 

"Fit 


died,.: being; de- 
8 to procure 
flion of the 


ute of records, and 
and yet che Turk 


true get eg of Chriſt's pi. mh 567 "The generality 
of chriſtians have embraced a falſe one. 


» "3 4 £ 
1 WF . 
* 43 bo 


Finally. A great many expreſſions peculiar to 
are eaſy and natural, if the diyinity of 
2 be al 244. which, if „Chriſt be a mere 


an, either have no meaning, or a very abſurd 


3 and yet Jeſus is a mere — and the expreſ- 
ſions in (ueſtion are capable of a very proper 
We by the help of learned and critical re- 


marks, which criticiſms, 5 eſſential to the 


underſtanding of thoſe expreſſions, can neyer be 
underſtood by thoſe plain a for whoſe fakes 


| 2 1. 


14 ppeal to any one of y you, 7 ba ethr n, 3 


| the one of our Lord's 8 85 be embarraſſed 
with any difficulties equal to theſe; and wh 
theſe * ought not to induce ys to 


S. John? S: propoſition, He, WHO. MAS; MADE FLESH, 


| WAS Gop. 


A chriſtian, who admits the truth of this pro- 
) poſition, walks! in a plain and.eafy path. He rea- 
ons thus. The inſpired writers, <a Jeſus God: 
. herefore, he i 18 God. The writers of the new teſ⸗ 
tament deſcribe Jeſus by the ſame names, titles, 
attributes, and works, by which the p 

ſeribed God: Therefore he is Jeſus is wor- 
ſhipped by all t e hoſt of heaven; 5; Jeſus teaches 
* N 9A the be an ot a b . as it is 


founded, the doctrine of his perſon; FEY Turks 


Ty Fe E 2 14 is 


han Ak — — wi u·wu·ẽůuͥ p cf... cc. .c? c 


1 
done in heaven: Therefore: in 


paſty N . ame — to Kama 

us is God: ho yet have: endeavoured to explain 
the meaniũg of it away, and have allowed him ꝓnly 
{delegated deityl Let us take a little Circuit in 
order che more effectually to diſcover the trucks 
We win ſuppoſe a plain honeſt man endeavour ing 

to obtain a right notion of the doctrine a ite Sa- 
viout's perſon, with only che help of ſeripture, and 
common ſenſe. We will give him ſix: N pn 

to examine, and hear his. concluſions. titanatrt 


„ OPOSITDON 1 
n Jeſus was an Impeſturt. 
5 Tefus were not a good and virtuous man, 5 
| Was certainly: a very wicked perſon. A man; WhO 
could act that part in the world, which de did, muſt 
have been either virtuous ir vicious in an re. e 
Now I am able to prove? that: a mind extremely 
depraved hy vice could not: have comprehended, 
much leſs would it have recommended, ſuch amo 
rality as Jeſus Chriſt raughts- Jeſus muſh have been 
W e a d re pe art ait n: 
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150 'P. nde, 0 8 45 T 1 0 1 5 a” ls 
us 5 was 2 good man, and taught a better morali \ 
bs th han any other re had tau h = 
Jeſus was a GREAT as well ag. go] man. 
long ſucceſſion of prophets foretold his coming. 
His advent was announced by miraculous events. 
His life was a perpetual diſplay of beneficent works, 
and after his death. he-roſe again, and aſcended to 
heaven. Societies, formed under his direction, 
embracihg his doctrine, and practiſing his prece 
have apa 9 Ha nn and mw x: — 
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wretched; and to take all 
thoirbrethoed ; a ſciende, chat few 
8 errang and e ee cee 
perfuade che world to: recemi From him 
. | 13; him-there- 


could 
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PROPOSITOON an * 
1 was an wan, u lived: in the 
„Tiberius. SI 2481 »t 71 Ti 


pr livedarthe reign-of Tiberius, 
| nga his epprarance ln he Aſh, He Lame 


bam;1| he had à glay ad ch Father 4 
was. d He was before all things, a; 
E 


$ We 
ell things, that 
{| wifible and inviſi- 
Ss AM Dues, tomrimions, 7 alftits, and Powers, were 
Wo created ty bim. Our Saviour therefore exifted be- 

Dre his ane r ation. 115 "26 TAISD B-2.v F219 197 
ö | | | : 10 Heilt 0 go 
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mode in A dane Ale unte lt brethren. "The 
re no Where affirms the pre-cxiſtence of, tl 
human 105 of Jeſus, and had it Pre. exiſted, it could 
not have created the world, for the ſeriptures ex- 
prefily. SECIS. that creation is above human 
power. man efus muſt Wee be united 
to 4 es MORE THAN HUMAN 3, he muſt be a 
n. Hitherto the term Jeſus has been 
ſon conſiſting of both the conſtituent 
1 man; hereafter; it 1 
of angth r nature ſuper N 
human, and united to it; but of what ran} 1 
not yet determined. Let me advert to t 
| propoſition, and let me forget chat it was 


. a DF: reverend and learned miniſter ET 8 


1 "PROPOSIT! ON e 


k hating Was united to that £ F ized - 

matter, whi e e d in Ae 1 

boch, pe als offices of a rexſonabl-ſgul — 
in it, and gave him his fup nity 


. Son of _ This tutelar angel 
7 often a j t | 
There i is in nature a ſcale of being, one on ture... 
riſeth aboye another in excellence. A yegerablk 
| excels a fone, an animal excels a ap, + 
a W ee exetls mere 9 8 3 ſo gf, Ihe 
cripture,, 899 8 are tekſtial Lacie, 2 
5 5 are e es. ; but the glory of the wes © 
 teftial is one; and \the'gloty abe terreſtriai is another. $ 2 
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5 perang ical? 6 


then, which, iſted before the man "ie 


1 of woboſe kingdows is a ſeepire of 15 6g 


8 0 I. 


4 21 Dir 2 8 28 bin 
miller bis feet. 8 5 ran! "of the human na- 
tue of: 255 who wwas made'a little lower thn un gels. T 
But Jeſus hach a nature* ſuperior to dhe dumen, ir it 
ſeems; is this ſuperior mature angelic? or is it fu 
*what order is it? 
aul*detettnities it to He r gn ARO rk fest. 
7 L Sou is the brightneſs of Gabs glory, the pre, 


| image of. Þis 7 1 7 being made, that is to ſay, 1. 5 


accbui much W Better than -the angels, at he 
bath & rac ebtainiil'# mort "efcellent home than 
"Unto the angelt Bath be 10 put in ſubjeltion 755 


e come.” He tbok LUN on him the nature of an 


* Unto wkith of * the angels ſaid he at any thi, 


i A 255 art gy SON... 1f the word ſpoken dy Ax ELS was 
( 


and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience received 
Fecompente of of reward; hot all we eſcape, if 
we neglets ſo great ſolvation, which. at the firſt began 
10 bt. = the Le, According to S. Faul 
then the 80 eſus hath a nature ſuperior, to that 
of ang ler him on. that account The T, 

zbe Sn Farther, S. Paul ſaith, unte the Son, 


Thy throne, G O Gov! is for ever and ever. Sox! Logo! 


Gov |. God of an eternal throne! This is the nature 


he, who took fleſh, that is to ſay, who took the 


Hunan nature into union with himfelf,” this is he, 
(for who 10 likely ?) this {s he, Who appeared to 


* Lt the 'tuttlar'a angel of the Jews, 
\ whoſe throne is for ever and ever, the 
ef 
_ d up RO 0 gb 110 NI. I M W 


- an infifite ſeries of ſpiri Ae 
0 ans one to another; J "ſome 0 which 


%% bad} + dS Gt mn, 
: e 
| ru. viii. +5, 6, &c. tu 1 Hab k . , 18. 


(6900 


"Why, By an Kirkby cofhmunicated « to het TD, | 
the ſupreme God, Ack as Code with regard to in- 
"fob? beings: Gb may enable fuch a one ta 
Create à World. Jeſus Chriſt 75 a being of this 
wy kind; He Ba SELFOATED Gob. f 


af am not: a philoſopher exerciſin, ing the ſpeculations 
_ of my uncertain Teaſon to form, a conjectural pro 
| poſition: Tama chriſtian e ndeavouring to come at 

the meaning of : an infallible 10 of 


oſition, which, 1 
20 is laid down by God himſelf, .. My concern 


N bot. "With what God | may do: but with what he de- 
fires” he has done, His deity i is his glory, bath he 
given. it to another? Lam Jebopab, and RRE N 
NONE ELSEs Here! 75, NO, GD BESIDES. ME. Aus 
God and 2 Saviour, THER E is NONE, BESIDES ME. I 
am God, and THERE. Is NONE LIKE ME. IS THERE! 

. a God, BESIDES. ME? Ea, THERE, IS, No, Cop, I. 
KNOW. Nor ANY.“ his 15 the God of my bible, 
but, beſides this God, d; there 1 15, in my propoſitionn 
another God, a delegated G God.,: Here are TWO, = 
Gods, hs "Here i is a ſupreme God, ; and a ſubotdinate „ 
| Ed; z.; $ : natural God, and an N God; a great 
God, ang a little God ; a philoſopher kas one. Sed, 
a Jeu has one God, a chriſtian, it ſeems, has Two | 
Gods... V hat 2 World of difficul ulties belong to this 
prop Sfition? Is this delegated God 1 to.wor» Ml 

ſhip? The idea of a God without a title to religious . 
worſhip is an idea inadmiſſible, 1s; all worſhip to 
be paid t to the ſubordinate God, o or does the bee - © 
Got claim any? Which acts of devotion belong tao 
the one, and which to the other? A miſtake would 
be dangerous, and I haye no guide. Every inſpired. 
vt Torfakes me, 2555 Chriſt, it ſrems, created, 
all this 5 that ; are in caven and in earth, e1/ble and 
iuviſib le; anda Creator, it ſeems, proves, by creating, , 


his ternal Power. and E The propoſſtien 


£5 «7 1 0 _— ſays, 
+ Rom.. 0. ; 


N 


_ 


* 19 1 " 5. 6, 215 Avi. 9. lg 8. 


4 
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ſays, God may empower a creature to create. Per- 
haps he may,. But God declares. he hath not done 
3 Who meaſured. the waters in the hollow of bis 
band, and meied out heaven with the ſpan? who. com- 
prebended the duft of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed 
the mountains in ſcales and the hills in a balance? Lift 
332 eyes on high, and behold, who natTH CREATED 
the heavens ? hy 'ſayſt thou,'© Jacob! My way is bid 
from the Lord? Haſt thou not kniwn? haſt thou not 
heard that THe EVERLASTING' God, THE Lokp, THE 
| ERKATOR OF THE ENDS or THE-EARTH faimeth. not, 
ntigher is weary ? who hath direfed the ſpirit of the 
Lori, or being bis counſellor bath taught him ?* IT am 
Men obliged to reject the notion of a ſubordinate 
| God; a delegated creator; and to admit that the one 
living and true God united himſelf to the man. Je- 
ſas tor the purpoſe of diſplaying his glory and 
thereby of communicating 15 to men, the low- 
eſt order of intelligent beings. In Jeſus the divine 
nature and the human are united, and therefore the 
complex perſon Jeſus is ſtyled God. Thus I have 
one God, Jn one mediator between God and men, he 
man Cbriſt Jeſus. . As God he requires and ac- 
cœpts a mediation; as man he mediates, and preſents 
TO HIMSELF 2 "plorious church, boly, and without ble- 
miſbet Without controverſy great is the myſtery, of 
Godlineſs---God was manifeſt in the fab. 
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Thus far, my brethren ! revelation conducts the 
plain chriſtian traveller; here it ſtops; ; and, as he, 
who goes forward, muſt travel either without a 


gu ide, or with one, who is ignorant of the road, we 
ought not to be aſtoniſhed if he loſe his way. 


: —— for Chriſtians, had they reſted here without 
Phbiloſophucal explications ! Were this 2 proper place, 
8 75 1 am not N on x the doctrine of the Tri. 
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| Teſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, 4 14 We by 1 7 n 


_ "as : 10710 CHE 


Sy; 


ay) Þ i Believe. it Fould'be very eafy to prove) 
that the primitive chriſtians Nec his fimple 
teſtimony, juſt as revelation gave it; and that 7 
about 200 years after Chriſt, t began t to practiſe 
the art of explaining what they id not. underſtand, 


they produced a novel notion called a trinity, and 


with it diſputes, creeds, ſubſeriprions, roſcrip- 


tions, . perſecutions, wars, and other calamitous 


conſequences, which have Ai ſgraced Hema. 
and divided chriſtians from that day to this. 
A schiprukkE TRINITY undoubtedly there is; 
by our preſent concern is with our Lord's divi- | 
and had a pritnitive chriſtiam been catechiſed, ” 
1 beliere he would have abſwered, in fome ſuch 
manner as this. of Scot n gt 
" Queſt; Are chriſtians el e 0d 8 
Anſw. No. We believe a God, Wh 5 4 An. 
and we worſhip him in ſpirit. and frank; _ 05 
28 FE chriſtians Mee thy more e 7 6 ds than 23 


* be are l 22 Thy we in Bw” Nee 4 Lord 


9. Who 1 18 Jeſus Chriſt ? 5 i 


1 ſus Chriſt is a man. T Jeſus Chriſt i is God 
2 Jo chriſtians think, chat che man Jeſus Ss 


Meh of crdirdfey* Wr a ſcience” a 


5 Us Tal demonology. Chriſtians conſſder . 
demonology or the dofrines of demons . as the doc-' 


trines of Jeducers, and in the latter times Jote d will 4. 


. part from, the faith by giving heed to them. 


Do chriſtians worſhip Jeſus Chriſt ? « 460 ; ; 
We do not worſhip the man Jefus : but we 


ds hee wg kr ns who dwells in the 7 for 
| Mi.” 1 — by. N in 8 


Jahn f iv. 4. 1 I Cor. Vil. 5, 6. 4 xm Mi 
13 Jo i. 1. 8 1 Tim. 1 iw. I» ; | 
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all. " the fulngfs of 7 Godhead bedityj* 3 
* . is e one Ai. Me, the 


25 2 


1 


55 cri ns think the 6 the F ther, is, the 
head of . Je 190 1 


5 RG, We think” 74, Ku in be frm 4 


70d, thought it not robbery to be 2 7 with Ged. | . 
2 0 not 0 then worſhip two gods? 
. We abhor the thought. * Ve ſay with. the 
ren T he. Lard.s ou * Ged j is one Lord; 0 e is one 


lie myſterious? 1, | 


W 7 ment of. the deity, both TON 
brijt,. is 4 myſter ae ate treaſures 


2 10 W e. ge. 8 
Do not chris believe, that their, ep 
n WE: 


tures upfol 10 e 
Wan HAY 


A. We believe 5185 our. ©: 

2 chouſand e but we | 

they unfold the, myſterious. nature. go d. 

25 res of wiſdom. nd knowledge aa 1D in, 14. 
fcriptures a are intended to ir 


Is not this! a 


nform us more w at od 
5 than What he is in himſelf. 


4 tv 3 4 3 £8543 5 5 


0 chriſtians believe then wu 15 anner 


„They do, and ſo do a all the reſt. o 
28 Oy things, which 2 men. CANNOT pple 
HEND. * * His way. in the ſea, l Jef WAL 
alert Mabe non KNawn ; is it trange 

in "+ Jonas ry ſhould be pe aim +. 
ch n concern. themſelves 


4 


RY | 


Wit 3 


9 * . * 
s rl 1 N 3 K 


li ion a | men 8 in de dell. ; 
24 ae e 0 know. the 
= Col. i ii. 9. Ah pb. | 8. 74 Phil. i. 5, 2 I Mark 


Xii. 2. 5 Col. 2 3. 1. 1 S 
ks $ "OF > + Johns: 


pt. 


19. 13. 


; 4 rs . . 
i 1 4 A. * N Fr 

be 1 
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. Am * 
it ; he neither ond * deen the ſea. 


and receives his own with uur. 
chxiltians reſted ia the SIMPLICITY OP REVELATION, 
and they were wiſe in doing ſa. This accu g 
for, what may appear very Kränge, the abundancs | 


Dr. Waterland on hu otber, and Dr. Wllitby on 
both, have brought from the primitive chriſtian 


2 TY the primitive chriſtians had never heard of their 


nor for the action of the ar. 
Does not the chriſtian faith e reaſon? . 


od forbid! Reaſon, aſks and obrains evi- 
de that 


peaks, and faith believes what, he 


days. Is it irrational to believe him, who N 


He A believer admits the 2videwce of things NOT 
; reefs I. faith, N 


THINGS, NOT, ,SEEN. As YET, Prepared an art. By 


being warned of : Ged, or 


faith Abraham, oben he 8s called, obeyedy and; be 


dent gut, NOT KNOWING) WHITHER HE WENT. A 
the patriarchs died in the. belief of a propoſition, of 
1 Which they had but obſcure and imperfect ideas. 


A philoſopher, ſpeculates objects with his Own eyes; 


2 N beholds them, as it were, with the eyes 
of God himſelf. A chriſtian neither hides his tea; 


b e in a napkin, nor drives an illicit trade withlit; 


ats it into the e of the beſt eg 


. 


repeat it again, my hrethieny, the: primitive 


of guatations, which, Dr. Clarke on the one fide; 


writers in proof of their own ne The truth 


theſes, they had never: thought of anatomiaing 


God, and cherefore they, ſaid nothing about it. 
yen it became the faſhion for 1 


PLAIN, what nobody underſtood, forth came tor: 


to 'EX+ 


rents of e JArgon, ; great: favelling: words 


of no meaning, and for theſe chriſtians became 


beer, Tought,and danch had been ſaid 


to 


OY Titus i. 2, 2 . Heb. = 


end 


n 


to- the worſt of the Jews: was too often ald to >the 
beſt-of chriſtians, Thou ſhalt die by the feword!' ? 
In theſe fatal diſputes, that faith, which pre- | 
| vailea at court, was orthodoxy for the time: but 
very little regard was due to ſuch orthodoxy, how- 
ever wile it might be called, or et popular it 
mene "becorhE:” "IF Public wiſdom,” ſays a great 
public wiſdom is a mere Proteus, and, 
. Bot 10 conſider it in pagan or Mohammedan 
countries, among t the Jews it once was 
the wiſdom of Ahab and Jezebel, and A 
«. wards of | Anke and Caiaphas, and in chriſ- 
tian regions it hath appeared in an hundred 
< ſhapes. It ſets dot with a great ſhew of reli- 
gion: it begins with the goſpel actording 1e S. 
* Matthew; — it often ends in the Calpel accord 
4 orpr + Je My Hobbes ge. . 
Here I was going to put a perod to this War; | 
beg chree queſtions, which will naturally occur. 
ſeem to require anſwers. You will 1 5 1 175 
Hot is it that wiſe and worthy men miſtake 


Toeriptural notion of Chriſt's divinity, and maintain 


emdneous opinions about it? Next, Is this doc- 
cine; free from all diffculty, and liable to no ob- 
jecton? And-laſtly,” what conduct ought a chriſ- 
tian, who believes the divinity of Chriſt, to ob. 
| ſerve to one, who doubts or difbelieves it! e 
FHFirſt, How is it that wiſe and worthy men og. 
take this notibn of Chriſt's divinity; 220 Slotain 
| crm opinions about it?: 
A full anſwer to this queſtion Would que a 
petfect knowledge of all the operations of the hu- 
man mind in'inveſtip a e of all theihflyerices, | 
| chat the gs at | 
- tions of the mind, And of all the e es, 
| * colour che objects of ar meditation. Of this 
WoW + Know- 
e * Dt. hort. 5 11 „ 


7 NY 


4m! 
knonledyed am deſtirure, and therefore ny # anſwer. 
will account for only: 4 few of many, auſes of 
error; on this article. 1 
1. Men miſtake by not Ainiagpiing ol ects of 
- revelation] from objects of natural reaſon, Ul 
eration they-confound believing with reaſoning. I 
am not required to believe any thing about the moon; 
it is a ſenſible object, and I am to look at it, and 
to reaſon about it. God requires me to believe the 
deity of Jefus Chriſt. Deity is an inviſible object. 
I never ſaw, nor ever conceived an object analogous 
to it. I cannot reaſon about it; I believe iti. 
2. Men miſtake by ſobjecting God to laws, 
which actually prevail in ſome cafes, but which, we 
dare not ſay, prevail in all. The reverend Mr. 
Lindſey ſays,” * Chrift*s character as mediator is r. | 
TERLY INCOMPATIBLE with the profiice of making 
him ibe objet of religious wonſeiß. He cannot 
Ged, and the miniſter of God? »* Is Mr. Lindfey fore 
or thi? Were we tö grant, that nothing f. Hke this 
paſſeth a among men, would it certainly follow, that 
hing ent paſſith in heaven? The poflible 
world i is a region unexplored, and it Is raſh to ſay 
God cannot be this, he eannor:dothat. S. Paul 
writes as if he thought God could do this. Cod j 
bath accepted us in the Beloved, Me labour to be 405 = 
cepted of Chriſt. T : Chriſt «will preſent a glorious church 
tao HIMIS ELT. I TRE GREAT Gob, and our Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt; ov arMSELt for us, THAT HE MIGHT, 
redeem us from all iniquity, and PURIFY © vx ro at 
s 4 Peculiar people. 5 a 
3. Men miſtake, by affiind' en TOR to an- 
cient terms. Every feaſible: writer confiders ideas 
as che ſouls of words, and words is bodies, 'or as. 
— objetts, » wo ec pet inviſible ideas 4 to the 


4 * {GE} > . FONT 1 ; ; I * * ne ſenſes 
8 _ 15 b | 18 
4 ol. p. 126, 127. + Eph. L 3 6.0 + 2 Cor. ole. 
ll Eph) He. Titus ii. 15, 8 * We 


Fd 


{3 
ſenſes of, others. As far as the poverty pf materials 
; wil permit, ſuch writers adapt! expreſſion to mean- 

The ſign remains for centuries; the thing fig- 


fied dd inventor of the ſign is volatile, and 
„ and each beholder firſt throws/ his own 


image upon the fign,, next receives the reflection of ä 


it, and laſt, imputes the ſame ſignification to the 
inventor of the ſign. S. Paul had ſome determinate 
meaning under the word, Which we render PERSON; 
and which he applies to GD: But he had a dif- 
25 ferent meaning under the ſame word, when he ap- 
— it to AH and therefore we tranſlate it $UB- 
TANCE 3+ and he uſed the ſame word in a ſenſe 
different from both the former, when be applied 
E. £0 BOs, and therefore we render it coxri- 
8335 T What are we doing when - we diſpute 


_ about. ancient detached: terms impregnated with 


n meaning? are we not fighting for a coun - 


5 Which belongs to neither of us f If there be 


® 


A ching as coming at a curiter & ee 


ma do it by a careful attention to iir feope, Before 
the, birth of our ſyſtem, Should a word appear 
Ne ave indeterminate, obſolete, fight for it who will, 
he is the wiſeſt, man, who.leaves it Where he found it,” 
Sy Men, miſtake by turning plain literal words 
I 18 mo $ and figures. "By i this kind of learning 


whats embowel religion, and preſent us with a 
a8 


gay, as hieroglyphical, and as dead as an 


gyptian mummy... The goſpel, as che Lord Jeſus. - 


| 19 115 was a word quick and powerful, and. ſharper 
than any two-edged favord, piercing even to-the divid- 


ing. aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and ef ' the joints and 


marrow, diſcerning the thoughtsand invents of — beart: 


that i is to ſay, it was a body of doctrine animated: 
motives, with the dignity of its author, 


with grand 
the horror of 1 its N the united efforts of 


„ Fr . Juſtice 0 
* Heb. i. 3. '+ Heb: xi. 51406 12 cr. is 4 11 b. iv. te. 


086 


jullice and love, diſplayed in ie death-of abs c 


and in the i immediate beſtowment of heaven after 
death. But by the help of a certain art called 


Re- 
une this body | is killed for the ſake of being em- 


Jeſus is a metaphorical God, hell is an 


eilen  llegory,/the- devil is a proſopopeia, the at- 


tonement is @ thing called a metonymy, the wicked | 
are annihilated, and the virtuous ſleep without 


dreaming till the heavens are no more. There can 


be no better canon of interpretation, than that 
which an amiable prelate“ has given us; ſcripture 
is to be taken in that ſenſe, in which the common 
people, who heard it at firſt, took it. Aſſuredly 
the oommon people never thought of theſe — 

: 65.1 d: men, who are aſhamed to think with 


the populace, - miſtake through their dexterity at 


cririciſm. - | Criticiſm is a moſt valuable branch of 
literature; but, like every thing elſe; it is liable to 


abuſe. One half of criticiſm. is to find a fault, the 


other half to mend it; and many undertake the laſt; 
who are only capable of the firſt, An Atheift turns 
critic, and reheves me from the difficulties, that at- 
tend natural and revealed religion: but, having 


feed me from theſe, he gives me the more, and the 


difficulties of Arkeiſoa: to digeſt. I diſpoſe 


of the myſteries. of chriſtianity : but I receive in re- 


turn the myſterirs, the abſurdĩties, and the impoſſi · 
billities of atheiſm. A. ſober chriſtian critic removes 


my difficulties on a certain paſſage of ſcripture, 


which regards, 01% our rd divinity : but 


he obſcures and nee, palliges, | 
Tri Lew eng - 


. 


cilms, on which ack. of this — 
W e e * 


0 


is the famous pallage 


the black roman character 
words, and all in the pale italic letter are added by 
the tranſlators to make up, what they ſup pole 

ſenſe. We allow the critics reaſon for examining 


1 
i An; {vii..59.] which de- 
ſcribes. S. Stephen — Jeſus Chriſt. The 
EX Vas we read it in the Eng teſtament, i is thus, 
Para ſtoned Stephen, Sling upon Go, and 

Lord Jef Jeſus receive my ſpirit. This reading 

us a full proof of Chriſt's divinity, for he 
mn prays: to Jeſus, and calls him God, and the 


maoſt eager oppoſers of the mon of Jeſus allow, 


that the reading were 1 uine, would prove the 
point. But; ſay they V 8. Tub a 


Tou obſerve, my brethren, that the word God in 


the text is printed in the pale italie letter. Ihe 


ttanſlators hit On this plain Wa of 1 inror m ing a 
teader, who did not underſtand the language, in 


which any part of ſcripture wus written, what oris 


ginal words had correſponding words in Engliſh, 
and what words had not. All word printed in 


the 


the original to de juſt. He examines, and renders 
the text thus; They ſtoned An, who was call- 
ig on (invoking) and faying, Lord Jeſus receive 

my ſpirit.. This is a criticiim . 
got rid of, and the text, ir ſeems, muſt be read, Ste. 


pen was rallin an and ſaying, Lord Feſus receive my 
A my dear plain brethren, 


to make your ears tingle with thei ſounds of verbs 
active, verbs 2 verbs tranſitiye, verbs neuter, 
and ſo on 2b me to aſle you, Do you not 


feel ehrt a word in the new ee dn ? 


Stephen was calling: Fe calling on whom? ſay you. 
Well! here is another reading, enben was invoking 


nn, £ 
* wur Purrer reads i, in Me: Lindſey's ue 


-f wrote in greek, not 
min Engliſh, and Sg — 27 ought to be examined. 


to the original 


n The word God is 


8 Jejus receive t. Now, what 


3 | l 5 


will you do with this word ivoiige 


"HM 


. 


If- you look 
into a "ſmall Engliſh dictionary, (God grant you 


may never be driven to dictionaries to — 
your bibies I) you will find, #0:invoke;'ts to call upon; 


and if you go to a large dictionary, you will learn 
that there is a theological invocation, and: a poetica 
invocation, and, in ſhort, that to invoke always fig- 
nities to call. upon. ' You" ſtill aſk; Whom did Ste- 
phen invoke, on whom did he cali? The old tranf- 
ors knew you would aſk theſe queſtions, and 
Having read that they were workers of iniquity, who 
called nat upon Gopy* that Gop had ſaid to every 
pious Jew;' conſequently to Stephen, Cal upon ME 
in the day e troubte, and I will deliver thee,” and thou 
ſhalt glorify uE; and that whoſoever ſhould cal! on 
the name of Taz Log ſhould be ſaved; the tranſlat- 
ors, I ſay, for theſe juſt and w 0 reaſone;'pu rin 
the word God : | Stephen was — upon God, ese 
Moreover, the old bene that the 


chriſtians of S. Stephen's: time invoked, or called 


on Jeſus as God. One example of their invocation 

ſhall ſuffice at preſent. The Lord xvxx Ixsus, who 

ap peured unto Paul in abe way, #enT Ananias to tom- 
fort Paul. To the Lord, who ſent Ananias to com- 


fort Paul, Auanlar ſaid, All here, that is to ſay, All 


the chriſtians at Damaſcus, catr ee 
name. Ananias exhorted Paul to br baptized, and 
waſh away his fins, CALLING ON (invoking). the name 
F the Er” Paul obeyed, and eds ex. ex · 
preſſed this inyocation' in theſe words, I WonsHI 
THE Gor or MY FATHERS, © after tht way which the 
Fewds call bertſy,$ The old tranſlators therefore had 
the higheſt albir for inſerting the word God, and 
the preſent criticiſm is futile and of no vale: 5 
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cn) -— 
dictionaries, as it happened to you in turning to 
Engliſh; vocabularies; thete is only one article, in 


which you differ; yours is a modeſt ignorance, his 
s a proud one, yours lies naked, his is concealed 
under high ſounding words, A ſound Critic is not 


an exchanger pf words : but he. 18 An Inveſtigator 


54 of things. 4 


When the rener Mr. Candy layer aſide. his 
too modeſt deference to favourite names, and allows 
Wa to make uſe of his 'own good ſenſe; he in- 


we veſtigates things, and, although it involve his ar- 


gument in contradiction, yet he grants the godhead 


_ of Jeſus Chriſt. I will take the liberty d place 


two paſſages in the e in en 8 ent 
r wont i | 


. Fx 


4 414 *n 


. NMelancthon 9 1 10 e Ste- 
and juſtly as it ſhould- aber made this requeſt, 
| fem, that Prayer is tbe ;ndgreſſed this oy: to 


Ag beſt af. of wwerſhip, the. e © N 


; proper honour of nan nam 


(Pecntoar to NN ALON! Eis «ol 5 55 vets ” 
. The principal 5: 3 2 Un ueitiona 


ment for Chriſts divinity; pben made this r bly 8 


is to. be; fetched from reli- addreſſed this: deren to the 
gious worſhip. and prayer 0 50 . 


of being eddreſſed to bin 


Mr. Lindſey a , | gr ns "Ol 


For praying to Chriſt, as we have ſhew n there 1 1s not, 
 '#he divinity of Chrift falleth of courſe. Of which 


concluſion. we beg leave to offer * following 


emendation. 2 a ſenſe, which the ſcope abſolutely 
22 uires. 1 f there be 8, Stephen's authority for 


ng to Chriſt, as Mr. Lindſey has ſhewn there 
he divinity of Chriſt TER of Th 
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Time would fail, were we to attempt to enume- 
150 the ſources of the miſtakes of good men, and 
1 cloſe this article with one more, which, I fear, is 
too common. Diſputants will hot. do juſtice to the 
terms uſecbby their opponents. We are blamed for 
praying to Jeſus Chriſt. The terms Jeſus Chriſt 
are ſometimes put for only the man, who was born 
of the ado Mary, conſiſting of ſoul and body. 
Sometimes they are put for only God, who united 
bis nature to that of the ſon of Mary. And ſome- 
times they are put for that complex being conſiſt- 
ing of both a divine and human nature, who is 
depend Emanuel God | with) us. T he laſt is the uſual 
meaning of the terms. To him we pray, not to his 
ſoul, not to his body, nor to both united; prayer 
to either would be idolatry: but we pray to God, 
hoe hath united himſelf to the man, and in whom 
he dwelleth with all be fulneſs of tbe Godbend. If 
we will not diſtinguiſn thefe objects, we may dif- 
pute without end. An error may be attacked, 
which nobody believes; a practice Oy be con- 
| dernned, which. nobody performs. _ - - 
Tou alk. next, Is the doctrine of our Lord's di. 
vinity free from all-difficulty, and liable to no ob- 
jection? Give me leave to anſwer this by: laying 
down three undeniable propoſitions. : --/: 
I. There never has been Nr 
propo opoſed to mankind free From: * difficulty, and 
able to no objection. 
2. Chinn 3 is a ſyſtem of N thar hath 
= the leaſt difficulties, 1 1 is liable to the feweſt ob- 
3 28 ella ie 
25 ble to more objections, than any religion in the world. 
The part of a rational creature; therefore, is to 
embuice-the chriſtian religion. We apply this a- 
ſoning to the om controverſy. A doubt ariſeth 
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new teſtament, 


his divinity, always remembering 
che whole doctrine of his humanity, and gives me 


expreſs his dignity, for, in 
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about the nature of Jeſus Chriſt. Two o ppoſite 


ropoſitions lie before me, and each erp irs 1 217 
ultie. I take that, which has feweſt. 

For- example. There are many p in 1 
which expreſs: 


middle one. But all thoſe paſſ 


inexplicable : and intolerable. Ferceiving chat my 
difficulties encreaſe by embracing the doctrine of 
Chriſt's: mere humanity, I turn to the de 


2 new idea of Chriſt, before whick moſt of my 


| difficulties vaniſh.” 1 have no difficulties” on thoſe 


aſſages, which expreſs his inferiority, for, in my 
Fyſtem, he is, as man, inferior to the Father. I 
have. no difficulties aon the other paſſages, which 


equal with the Father. A Acute: remains, in- 
deed, but it does not lie in my bible, it is trans- 


| ferred in this ſyſtem to the-objer7 , and this is no 


difficulty at all to me, I know fo little of the in- 
finite mind, and ſo much of my on imperfe 
that I am not ſurpriſed, that I, an inſect of yeſ- 
terday, that I, glimmering and gueſſing. through 

few. feeble organs, that I , confined to à little 


ro eee the nel of hitny who boldeth Back 


"the 25 105 22 throne, and gruen bis _ 1 1 
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the- inferlority of Je- 
us Chriſt to the Father. My Father. is e 
than I. All power is oivxx ante m. Of ibat day 
Trotvehb no man, 1a not the angels, [NETTHER THE 
Som: but the Patber. If I embrace the doctrine 
of Chriſt's mere humanity, I meet with no diffi- 
culties in two of theſe texts, and but a few in the 
ages, which ſay he 
is God, he is equal. with God, be treated all thi s, 
and ſo on, become extremely. difficult, a 


trine of 
chat this retains 


ſyſtem, he is God. | 


8 Tord ſpoke the K commandments unto all 
mbly of Tjrael out of thict darkneſs, and att 
for heh es The Lord ſaid, He would dwell in thick 
darkneſs, even to-a Solomon. Why fo ſhould 
any man be aſhamed to ſay with a 694 Perily 
thou art a Coch that bidet” thyſelft God 4 2 
the Saviour II. | 
To cloſe. "You aſk, What Col ought | A 
chriſtian, who believes the « livinity of Chritt, 1 
obſerve to one, who" doubts, or diſbeliedes it 
Before T anfwer this, permit me to tranſeribe, from 
aS eat man 8 What 1 000 ou ht not to do. | 
"© Th the-fourth century were held thirteen « conn. 
eils againſt Arius, fifteen for him, and ſeventeen, 
for the Sermiatinnt; in all, for ty-Hve. pe 
% How could the Ariats' it the time of © n= 
flinch and Valens, bring theinſelves to fuch an 
unchriſtian perſecutin pet? How cbuld "the: 
oppreſs their — c kiltans the Conſubſtantial- 
iſts, who, ſupp my het, to have been in an er- 
ror; fell bits | it u H a religious fear of afkfib⸗ 5 
ing too little to their edeetner, and of not Pay- 
ing him ſufficient honour? Can a man love 
Ae and hate his brother for a f miſtake of 
And how og the conſub tant ſts} efſtt 
_ themſelves that an Arian, who perhaps had 
fered for 1 profeſſing chriſtianity in times of diſtreſs, 
WhO believed Chriſt to be his Maker, hit Saviour, 
his King, and "His Judge 13 chuſe 4 to detract 
from his dignity, nd him in Whom he 
placed all his h6p Free? Klvation 2 Human nature 
is not capable of this folly, and if the man as in 


wierror, yer tis 0 the erer N have 
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WY 8 „a mere defect of the; underſtand: 
ing, and not 4 aulbof the will. 
A chriſtian, and a lover of peace, who rad 
in obſcurity, - and whoſe name I dan aas ll, Mood 
| up. and ſaid; > Ys 65 

« My brethren | The thinan'y to 1 5 Com care 
& few, The things to be done are many; but you 


6 hekaye yours es, a8 if "the reverſe of this were 


i 7 1 8 tells us, The grac 
| nge atuation, hath appear, 4 to. 
e ing us, that denying . ungedlineſs | and wor 
e te ſhould live  ſfoberly, righteoufly and 


« * preſent world, ' looking for that bleſſed Lope, — 2 
Cel, . 0 of, ) 155 
a.) you can. pute Wee and aqcern- 


ASE wack orgs, . 
& « no leſs; eech reſt of the ſentence you Abe | 


4 ane 2770 75 the great | 
our Jeſus Chr fri 


as of ſmall conſequence or importance. 
„ Mbat, I beſeech you, mult the Jews and 

« conceive. of you and of your religion? And 
« hat do the holy angels think, who look down 


your, contentions ?. Theſe bleſſed and: com- 


FP & paſſionate 1 irits pu . and think you mere 
„ ut when from contending,” you 


<< a 15 4 e confider vou as 
Shy moſt 3 and 7 Np went 
1s changed into indignation, t wau 
« {trike you dead, if the Supreme Governor did 
i not ſtay their hand, and remind them that ſuch 
« diſorders muſt nee in e and ſhall ps: Gap be 
& tectified. 2 I ek 1 76. 20 
f „ 80 ſaid this neun 
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— fellow ſervants, to per- 


n + BY 
puence | * The Confubſtantialiſts called him an 
Ian, and the Arlans called him a Confubſtan- 
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diſpure; 4 þ mls noi ui Vote him. Either he ) 
muſt enter: e eee meaſunes uf the 
combatants on one fide; or he muſt ſuffer the to- 
ptoaches of both. The fœmer is not v naſy to 
4 man of a pacific mind; it would be a puniſh- 
menp to him to ſpenel his precious time in hower- 
ing over'a diſpu — irt to extract the vVrnom of 
er and laſt to ſpit poiſon in the faces 
- 4 e eee K Ra- 
ſide, he gduld nat undergo the Fatigue: Learning 
all the hard long frightful names, which; 
trœverſiſts call. Fade nother, and which, by 
way, he takes for u kind of ſchalaſtic billingfgate 
Jes tim could he beat the reproathes af has: "OWN 
.confcienee, /which would: fometimnes ay: him, 
No deut yen ane be man, Lang wiſdom Bal dia with 
vou Mill v nent wickedily: for: God, and kalt da- 
2 For bin $hduld. your: lizs make mam ld their 
4% aud whenc you: moct all vo man make! you 
ee O that vou would altogether: bu goun pace, 
and: ene be hour 2vifdom A. And deaſt of all 
| ſuſtain the. thought of locking the Judge 
2 earth in the face at the l day, wh, 
e would cut lim fi,ỹ. ah appaine bim "bis 
portion tit unbelipuer g ere he tO, beat | his" fellow 
Jervants:+ | A maſts in arbich' a man muſt incur ei- 
ther the diſpleaſiire of od or that of his fellow 
creatures, is caſily decitied.. He imuſt then ſpeak 
his ſentiments, and determine to ſubmit to the e 
proaches af bath. 20 VIIniv! 2 "3113 * ey fit I 
There is Abd idle {WAY "There ls an art 


of ſubſcribingione .thing-and believing -anvther;:of 
preaching that a part is greater than 4 whole, and 


believing that a hole is greater 'than a part: bur 
this'arp ver Ferre e mig _— At 

61 I 1 511 YA SY) T6 NM l to 5 
eller Jeb . xi. xi. + Lebe xii, 45, 6. | 


$ 
A ths 
\ 44 
PARA 4! 
. FL 
Were * 
ir b 


8 


were vou as 


04 


to the — of: the ſtage; and an ho- 


neſt man, however he may laugh at a trick on the 

theatre, i 15 ſhocked: at ow icden of a knave nd the 

church. 3 off 9g. (ic: 
lately: fides ill repioach him! Be it Ela. 


1 "Their" reproaches will inflame his zeal for modera- 


tion. Let us ſuppoſe a modeſt chriſtian adopting 


our notion of Chriſt's: divinity, freely delivering 


his ſentiments upon it, and thereby expoſin _ 
ſelf to the ungovernable reproaches of ze 


both ſides; could he not, think re peaceabl 
reply to their invectires. 


Lou hold the divinity of Chriſt, \fays: one, you 
are unfaſhionable; it 6 0 modern mark 955 a 
genius to explode ou. are impolitic; 
— Tan —_ als, you ould be reputed 
learned * wiſe, if you renouniced this vulgar er- 
ror. The modeſt man' would re ow her arnal policy 
is no part of chriſtianity ion in religion is 
no law to me: I have no eren for the reputa- 
of genius and learning. Such a reputation 
might be a misfortune to me. It happens to the 


Wiſe, as it happens to the rich. The reputation of | 


being rich only fills the houſe with-beggars. 
liger was reputed learned and communicative, and 
he was plagued with finding ſolutions to the diffi- 


culties of: ſo many dunces, that he wiſhed he had 
never been taught to write. + My ambition is to 
pleaſe Goc. u 1 de . 1 gere . 
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Shs article; truth is all in all. God is my witneſs, 


: Tthave © rumed the e on nba he de. I have 


He would va | 
Novelty: and antiquity weigh nothing with me on 


myſelf of prejudices. 
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e without nowing, ai without | 
cn ther it would carry me. I have felt no 
unkind emotions. in exarnining the arguments 
againſt my theſis. I have -bowed- my kners to the 
Fete glory, and have p prayed him to (enlighten 
the eyes of my u e me "the 
ſpirit of aniſdom in the knowledge | of him. But af. 
ter all I think the old. 1 decent 
and the ahſwets inconcluſrme. 
bee ors third, you cannot er fo ignorant as 
retend to be. Lo have read the great Dr: 
— we |; Have you never ſeen thoſe: critical diſſec- 
tions of texts by learned men, which explain all 
che paſſages, that ſeem to ſupport: your noſtrum, 
and: prove that they are all on the « ite ſide ? 
He aud beg leave to reply. I have read Dr. 
Clarke, and a hundred doctors more; and I have 
read alſo a ſaying of one, who, although. he was 
no graduate, was greater than they all. He ſays, 
Call no man your maſter. upon. eartb; for one is your 
maſter, ewen Cbriſt. . Yes; I. have ſeen many a 
critical anatomiſt diſſect a text: but; while he in- 
ſtructed me in occult ſcience, he deſtroyed that ge- 
neral pleaſing effect, which the Creator had pro- 
duced hy the whole. You can never perſuade me, 
that an article, ſo important as the doctrine of the 
objet: of our worſhip is allowed to be, lies con- 
cealect in che depths of erudition. The belief of 
Chriſt's divinity is an effect, Ithink, produced by 
the features of the face of revelation, if you will 
arcdon the expreſſion. I have all the veneration 
for Dr. Clarke that I ought to have: but, in my 
Inion, I could make more converts to the belief 
of the being of A God with. an oyſter and 
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tian Mathematics and eriticifms yocbnficiy:: 
wile man in religion: but wo de. to. ooh en 
that hangs upbn them H 240110 boi: 
Tau catinqt wWorſnip God, days another; Af yo 
believe: the divinity of Chriſt, without 3 5 
ttacting and uividing eren berwean two or 
three objects or \ . ee, e of £2017; bone | 
ideas," teplies/the modeſt mah yo may: have af. 
| fixed to my terms, I. 3 find i no 
| morecdiftractionw-of:minein worſhipping-ont Gbd, 
| the mode of whoſe ſubſiſtence is-unkriowiwrg me, 
throughithe:matr Jefus Thrift; than Id in! talking 
tb yo Sotne philoſopliers think, the bõdy is a 
Kid butt ine chrom ep Al bulg gs get 


ſerve its uſeful Purpoſes in-this life, and to conceal 


. its nature till the next. This life is für Aion 
5 Ew iran, for ſpeculation. It a wile in God; when 
he came adbenn upon innunt Lim d THA SRT or [ALL 
the:Jews, ta jet bounds untoitbe peaple,'to, forbid: their 
teucbing tbe mount under pain of death and to 
 thayge:theiprieſts and the nor BREAK ,E bon 
UN To Mnovan, ro "GAZE Theſe Precautions | 
were proper. Without them /burioſity would have 
baniſhed reverence, and the little minis of. che 
beholders . have loſt All inclination 0 liſten 
and adore: 913 an THE 109m! 61 21.4 F468 1b ri: 
/b ſuſpeck, ele 2:dirrie-ccdtiilioh, | 
Tou certainly queſtion the truth of that doctrine 
yourſelf, owhichyou! perſuade! others! to Believe. I 
Abhor colluſion, feplies our reſondent. L have 
tokd-you! that I think you a moſt worthy 
man: but that. by applying your rules of clätitla- 
Banda propofiion, whicfr not ſubjedt to them; 
= you hape fallen into ah errbr.) bs nobody honeſt 
| Tos whe bs aha niuſt I knock you 
20697: © N - on 
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o Heck re convines your” that'll af in dar 


neſt?) en & h TON CH, 0 en e B 11 
„euloks en che other fide beſet ch le poups man: 
What da Nearige: were of Chriſt you Rolch Tay 
one. Why dot 'r you explält it by the Kt anne 
creed, Ur e ae ed ſyſtem Beek! 
anſwers" Re, bo ho ct ata N £ 

Wes me WO 135 | 
have we explain what 65 50 fot ner? | Ne 

- Why do not you petfeaute) at leaſt. Bags E 
tongue t chöſe wonftrous ufftärians ? | 
hav© ne Warrant from Chtift o d0 £6; ter Ui Kat - 
inclinatibn to forge offe- N13 VA 14K ©2 793 
This is Well enough! But "oy do you  ptaiſe 

them in every company? Beeanſe's miſtaking n 

may merit praiſe for that very. induſtry, Finch ks ; 

led him into an error; ard top char fg 1 4 

makes Rim, againft his intereſt, ſuppoft ft. 
But what occaſion | is there to Keef 


with them, and to maintain an intimacy wich 
them? Beemife on every other article they edify - 
me, and on this we agree to differ. In the poſſeſ- 
ſion of this truth; I think I have the advantage 
of them. In regard to many others, Im het 
worthy to ſpeak to them, I 18 th in being their 5 
diſciple, _ — 
In what light then do you Wenne a W * 
man, who denies our Lord's divinity? In the light 
of a miſtaking brother; in every other attitude an 
object of eſteem, and in that of deny ing the divi- 
nity of DY ond an N of OE tendereſt com- 
Paſſion. 3 rk | 
All this pegs: great colddneſs to your Lord! 
I would rather be frozen into a formaliſt than in- 
fikrriedtdrith the fire of hell; in the fuſt cafe I 


ſhould be a harmleſs . in 22 85 laſt a deſtroyer 
like the wry. 75 : 
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I rejoice 


1 rejoice, my rethfen, ALGY 4 li ien er teach. 
ing you a new doctrine, nor exciting a new temper 
efending it, and I * theſs . ly for the 
0 and proſper. „ 
3 . your. 


pho, dwelt in mh, me _ de J each of of 
gu, and. of eyery one, who for conſcience ſake 
1 been SE from bis brethren! 80 prays 
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"Ke res L have taken ſeyeral maxims for granted 
have not attempt: to prove them. As the people, to Og 
the Letter is addreſſed, allowed theſe maxims, I. had a right 

to ſuppoſe them : but, ag the Letter may fibly fall into the 
hands of ſome, who may doubt or deny them, it may not be 
impertinent to ſubjoin a few. proofs and illuſtrations, explain- 
ing what may doubtful, and Proving what may he denied. 
In general I have taken for Efqured the following pro 


4 0 
tions: wa 3: 29 a 


I. The books of the old and new: tekament were given by 
divine inſpiration. 


II. The inſpired writings contain all things neceſſary to be 
believed and practiſed in religion. 5 1 

III. The words, by which the inſpired writers expreſſed 
their ideas, are to be underſtood i in that ſenſe, in which the 


people , to whom they wrote, Foe 7 underſtood den at | 


the time of their writing, unle tice be given of the c con- 


1. The belief of a propoſition. 665 not neceſſarily im- 


ply a clear idea of that Sieg, of which the propoſition at- 
firms any thing. 8 | 
As theſe maxims are täter even with the whats rgun 
I ſhall not conſider either of them apart: but ſhall follow 
order of the letter, and throw in the proofs of them prom : 
cuouſly,: as the articles in queſtion require. 
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Page 9. Compare the- language of the' new ann with, the | 
er 70 the pagan world at 'the time of its publication. It is 
Bere . 1. + "TR God communicated Rp tt of re- 
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Wed objects to the apoſtles, 2. That the apoſiles in- 
tended to convey theſe ideas to the pagans. z. That for 
the purpoſe of ebnveyin ng their ideas, they preached and 
wrote to the pagans. 4. That the apoſtles uſed terms, to 
hic the Paga ns. ny been H uſe pho before their time, and 
| mmm u on &'the (ar ts 
. 1 cy in ene to the terms, b a pe affixed 
to them. And laſtly, that they transferred ideas, known to 
che heathens under thoſe terms, to an object, who had been 
before unknown to them, that is to Jeſus Chriſt. It would 
require a volume to diſcuſs theſe articles fully: but I ſhall only 
"The myſelf briefly by the following remarks. _ 
W ene Aike a Nez ef a being 815 or hu- 
806 god; O0 5 ; Qeity; 
. Tl, Em divine; Te. or, the being, &c. and, they 
thought, = man might as well deny the being of the ſun, as 
- exiſtence of a. a rags Qui dubitet, Baud ſane intel 
Fur, non idem nullus fit, dubi e poſſig,*. ..... 
Th "of fie? cohtr: ated Nd f the pagans e 5 0 Ls By | te 
ot: and den of « die infinitely juſt, infinitely witt infinitely 3 
| ful, Ho It preſent Gad., In one ſenſibl | le obj ect they qi iſco- 
"Vere q x dci. of wildem, in hd? of power; in 
; de een they peree ved 4 mark" uf more than human Juſtice, 
| in ant other of * More than human goodnefs: but, not being 
mr 1 a Abſtfact idea of wiſdom; Jullice, goodneſs, 
dB ot | Alvi Ris their obſcure idea 6 liyinity into 
* — 14 0 of it, hd" What we F i an — 
the d, with the the additzon of form, 2 
Au War 92 85 92 875 eli "Abe Uiſp zerſed into 920 . H 
Kod! alks of t three myriads, or hay thouſand of the le Ae 
en Wand 6. fle. $1T, e. 
The pa 5 0 e wenge to . 1 
, Whey 2 1 A : "fo c ircumſcrib 2 1 in an Action, 8 
added ee 15 heroes TE the number 0 cities, and in 
petty! — he' Whole multitude! Irs -Jiftin guifhing 
wer Rt "Hence" ARRotts orts his i rhe 
rician, t iſtinguiſh what RG ad 47 what he af- 
firms of = ; H ap ge 55 #, a DEER A prieſt, 
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the world. 8 oo Are LARS 

The fulfilment of theſe 3 is aypolfible Wbt the 

EI perfection of ubiquity.:- Mr. Le Clerc's ſenſe: of the firſt is 
flalſe in fact, and he grounds that falſhood. on a violent miſ- 
conſtruction. The meaning ſeems plainly this. The old 
teſtament œconomy was ſupported by the influence and pre- 
fence of God; % ſhall the new teſtament diſpenſation be. 


— . * 
2 
4 I. 
— — Zr 
r 


of their church; I promiſe mine to chriſtians, now I am 8 
ing the Jaws of their churches. The Jews underſtood. 


, neither the preſence of reaſon, nor of revelation merely : but 
it was the all-pervading, all-imprefſive influence. of & Su- 

reme Spirit; I ſpeak in popular ſtyle, underſtand me ſo. 

The Jews have a common ſaying, Where two or three are met 

to Huy the Jaw, there is the Shekinah among them ;1 vou chriſ- 

tians ſhall ſay, I bere two or three are gathered together in Chriſt's 


vou ſhall be animated with the Hainz we me, ho fits all in 
| all. | - 


| rue with a mighty extenſive: power and dominion for the 
good of his church and people, is plainly and expreſsly re- 
vealed to us, Matt. xxviii. 18. 20. John xiv. &c. How and in 
what manner he exerciſeth this power is wholly unrevealed, 
and therefore \unſearchable by us, as much as the way. and 
manner of God's providence, under which Chriſt aQteth, and 
| wheek ſuperintends-and-overirules all things. 

So then ! This ſcheme does not anſwer its end; like « ours 
it propoſes ſome articles to the belief of its profeſſors, which 
it does not _condeſcend to explain I give, Rowever, the pre- 

ference to the old fyſtem of Chriſt's divinity, becauſe, While 
it requires me to believe the mighty dominion of Jeſus, it re- 
wveals his Godhead, _ wry accounts: = woke xer s it: 
47) 3 5 1 9 w reas 


IS 
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Mere two'or three.are gathered . e mpimame, him Row. 
Lin the mid of them. * Faw ene no even unto the end 


God promiſed his preſence to the Jews when he gave the /aws 


ed to the terms. S. John was writing the hiſ- 


one; who was, 


* 


promiſe of the real influence and preſence of Jehovah; ; it was 


name; there is he in the midſt of them. You are my body, and 


The: ag Mr. Lindy 8 60 That tha Ladd, Jeſus i is 


4 Matt. abit; 10 * Nase 5 * Poli synopſ. in 225 | 


G08. 7), 


whereas the new ſcheme of his mere humanity gives him 

a dominion in all worlds, While it confines his perfon an 
eſence, and conſequently his influence, to one place, and 

ſo leaves his government, not only unſearchable and unre- 


vealed, but abſolutely impoſſible. The believer of Chriſt's 
divinity ſpeaks conſiſtently: he ſays, The man Jeſus, is in 
one place at one time: but the deit united to the man fills 
heaven and earth, The believer of Chriſt's mere humanity 


ſays, The man ſeſus is confined to one place at one time, yet 


he exerciſeth a dominion over all places at the ſame time; 
and when we aſk, How can the things be? we are told, They 


are unrevealed and unſearchable.” Who believes myſteries now ! 
, Whoſe faith is fitted to tranſubſtantiation now! . 


G. the _— of e be eee we cob a below, ths 
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Page 17. ors copy . 2 — 5 ge with the clains of 75 4 
Bob. 
1.0 Had 1 been ko a 'Canailian ſavage, 1 mould certainly 


| have thought that the Gx EAT SpIRII CREATED the world. 


* 


Had I been born a Greenlander, I ſhould have faid; My 


kajak did not make itſelf. More {kill is diſplayed in che 
ſtructure of che meaneſt bird than in that of che beſt kajak, 
and more ſtill in that of man than in the compoſition of ei- 
ther. Certainly there muſt be ſome Being, who maps all 
0 _ things, a W that W . un can neuer ceaſe 
to be.. * bi 


2: Theſe dictates of: e aan as a creating - Firſt ak 
obtained by ſenſation and rollaction, * and to > have e the 
enen xivalized es FETT 

| Deus et nn te 
BY e ' Quiſquis fuit Ile d atm; 2 
| Calo terras, et terris abſcidit undas 
Et liquidum ſpiſſo ſecrevit ab acre ceelym. 1 ; 
e 0 2 e Eis 


Acts il. 21. 5 5 xiii, 280 $1. Pt Heb: x. 12. 1A xxvi. 
16, 3 Cox. v. 8. Matt. xnvili. 20. Rev, xix. 11. Heb. 
' Ix, 24. + Charlevoix s Voy. to Canada, Let. xxiii, . f Crants 


Hilt. of Greenland, vol. i. b. i in. e. 2 1 Ovidit wo i. 1. 
1. th 5 Tz &c, 3 | $ 
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Lis N 2. be 4258. 2% ware Amr? 
3. The inſpired oracles of Judaiſm. preſerve and refine, 
expand and explain theſe ideas. Job the Arabian prince, 
and David the royal prophet, Solomon the wiſeſt, and Amos 
the meaneſt, of ane ind, unite in ſaying to me, Seek bim, 
abo maketh the ſeven fars and Orion, and turneth the ſhadow 
W death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night : 

aubo calleth fur the. waters of the ſta, and * them out on 
the Face of the earth, the Lok p it his name.. 
. The'new teſtament conſirms me yet more, if; poſible. 
It tells me; The inviſible things of God, from the creation of 
. the world, ure clearly. ſeen, being underſtood by the things that 
are made, What inviſible objects does a Creator: Prove . by 
creating? His own eternal poover and Gedbead.: S. Paul's 
OnkxToR is he incorruptible God, who is to be worſoipped and 
 ferved; aid who is God blefed for ever.} Vet this fame 8. 
Paul affirms, All things in heaven and earth, viſible and invi- 
ſible, were CREATED 4 Feſus' Chrift, and fer Fim. The di- 
vinity of. Jeſus may be reſted. on this article alone. S. Paul's 
deciſion i is final, He, be made all things, is God. % 

5. There is no way of getting over this evidence. If ſome 
Gan a creed, and fay, The new teſtament aſcribes to Jeſus 
only a gurati ve creation by the goſpel ; Dr. Clarke will re. 

_ ply, Nothing can be more forced and unnatural than Juch an in- 
terpretution. If others ſay, The Father firſt created- Chriſt, 
and then empowered Chriſt to create the univerſe ; we reply, 
Create the univerſe who would, He, avho created all things, 

i Gon. In vain they talk of a ſubordinate inſtrumental god, 
the Creator himſelf denies the idea. Thus /aith the Lord, that 
created the heavens ;\ God: "himjelf, that formed the earth, I an 
the Lord and there-is hone elſe. Is there a Ged befides me? Tea 
- there is 18 Gad, I know not an. 1 I the Lord mae all things, 

I frretched' forth the heavens'' ALONE. IL. ſpread abroad the 

b . BY MTSsBLr. T Reduce my Creator to a. ereature Who 

can, make creeds who will, my faith ſhall never be circum- 

" _ ſcribed within the narrow dreary. dens of their words, i it ſhall 
"ſoar in the wide expanſe of divine revelation... | 
Aeſcit enim Cæſar, (quamvis deus omnia Dot). 

Ultimus hic qua ſit a locus. -/4 {ll 

Magna tenent illud numen molimina r . 3 

He eſt map mins pom obs cura minon mY 
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(60163. 
Qui gentes omnes, mariaque, et terras movet; 
Ejus ſum civis civitate ceehtum.* 


age 20. Ti be Jeripesres: claim Taligrous avorſip for It 


5 7 By Jes Chriſt i in this article I mean the Godhead that 

| united 115 to the man, whom we commonly call Jeſus. The 
man is not deiſied by this union, conſequently the mranhood 

is entitled to no-worſhip, The humanity i is, ſo to ſpeak, the 
wle fn: which the deity dwells, _.. 

2. The feriptures diſtinguiſn cimil reſpect from religions 
homage: + bat i it e nothing of ſupreme and padus 

3 = ſhi ſes its objekt in poſſeſſon of all | 

ious worſhi es its 0 in po on o 

"aha inconceivable 33 which conſtitute the eminent 
Freatneſi of the Supreme Being. ' The. ſcriptures.aſcribe this 
. eminence to Jeſus. In Chriſt dwelleth ALL the Fulneſ of the 
Godhead bodily. 

4. Religious worſhip ſuppoſes i its. ohject diſplaying all thoſe 
communications, which conſtitute the bea odneſe of the 
Supreme Being. The ſcriptures. aſcribe thoſe communica- 
tions to Jeſus, He is the Creator, the Preſerver, the Re- 
deemer, the Felicity of mankind, 

n Keligious worthip ſuppoſes its objet : holding and exer- 
ciling univerſal empire. The ſcriptures aſcribe univexſal em- 
7 to Jeſus. He reigns over heaven, and earth, and hell. 

6. Right to religious worſhip is incommunicable, becauſe 
ſupreme greatneſs, ſupreme goodneſs „and ſupreme empire, 
the grounds and reaſons of worſhip, are incommunicable. 
When we ſuppoſe thoſe excellencies in any being, we have 
obtained an idea of what we call God, and that of a creature 
is loſt. The communication of Godhead i is impoſſible in che 
nature of things; it would be to make that which had a be- 
Fang have no beginning, and ſo on. Worſhip: is action 

nded on reaſon; when. the reaſon 1 18 abſent, the Wen 
muſt not ap 

7. God, Who his a natural Acht to the worlhip of *. Gen- 
tures, may acquire, and does actually ae, new rights to 
that worſtiip every day by his exuberant goodneſs. in favour of 
his worſhippers, . It is no objection therefore to Chriſt's natu- 

— rights, chat he hath a acquired by his beneficent acts in our 

_ favour new rights. We how the 1 to him as well becauſe 
* ING A pre as e be taſted death. for every 
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a mere man. Jeſus C 


(£884 -) 


and wht) being of an order ſuperior to the human, could 
derive no protection, much leſs creation, from a nature lower 


than their own. - Their worſhip, therefore, 'is- founded on 


His deity. What odd Propoſitans, are theſe? Jeſus Chriſt is 


When it is objected to us, All power is given to Jeſus, 


tlere be he is 4 God. We reply, All power is given to 


eſus, therefore he 7s God: We prove our conelufion thus. 
he gift: of all power in heaven and earth either means, in 
the ſenſe of our opponents, the gift of an empire to govern, 
or. the gift of ability to govern it. The firſt alone is imprae- 
ticable, the laſt is impoſſible. The gift of empire, without 
the gift of ability, is the purting of a ſceptre into the hand 
of an infant. The gift of ability is impoſſible; for the ex- 
erciſe af ALL power in heaven and in curth requires an infinit 
of perfections; the Governor of all worlds muſt be in all 
2 at the ande time, he muſt maintain the order of his 
empire by an univerſal all- pervading action, by an ubiquity 
proper to God and incommunicable to creatures. The word 


- give is equivocal. Our o . take it for the conferring 


of a right: we take it for the acknowledgment of à right. 
The werd NO is very vague, and wo be to the ſyſtem that 
reſts on its preciſe etym What a fine inference is this! 
Magiſtrates give Ae: por ength, and wvorſhip unto Fehovah ; 
therefore Jehovah is not EMT at moſt he is only a ſubordi- 
r God; for he derives meh from magiſtrates ?- All ponver 
ben to me; ſaid our R. mer; that is, All heaven allow 


E the Jews deny, that T am Lord of all. The Father hath 


- given me pouver over all flefb ; that is, The Father allonus and 
appro ves of my right as God, and be Has as cb the dif- 
_ play of it in me, \ og the man. 

10. Ix is afked, If Jeſus be God, Wh did he fay no more 


about it? We anſwer, Jeſus never expreſsly ſaid he was the 
J — in Judea ; when ple enquired, he referred' them to 


his db. I Jeſus be God, we can ſhew a reafon why he 


_ © ſaid no more: if he be only a mere man, Our . 9-0 can 


bew no reaſon why he ſaid ſo much. 
Page 40. Some of the feribes pretend; that he who font Moe 
Was 4 ereated i 


1. The pb of foreaj ppearances i is to be Leltiiined by 


ſferipture alone; we muſt compare piritual things with piri- 


tual. The o opinions of men nk only « coun ſel on. both. fides of 


- the queſtion: 
2. The opinions of ver are very 5 divided on this ar- 
title 3 ; however, all 15 rec ae ; 


we 


created angels. That is to- 2 A 
creature created creatures more excellent than himſelf.” | 


” "Ws oor ES PIES; 22 = 


e. to * In the firſt claſs 


"f 


| re Moſes et I 


(105) 
we put thoſe,. who thought the erſon appearing - either 2 


created angel, or the pre-exiſtent human ſoul of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The firſt is an ancient opinion of ſome Jews, the laſt is a mo- 
dern comment of ſome chriſtians. The ſame objections lie 


againſt both. The appearance took the name, by which the, 
Supreme Being was diſtinguiſhed, and ſuffered himſelf to be 


2 , contrary to the practice of appearing angels, who 
ſaid to t 


In a ſecond elaſs I put Maimonides, Auguſtine, Ny; 
Ambroſe, Biſhop Patrick, and others, who thought the ap 
pearance God.+ The Jews thought him Jehovah fimply,'t 


ſe, Who would have worſhipped them, Ser e do. it 
not, aue are your felloww- -ſervants; worſhip God.“, 


chriſtian commentators thought him Jehovah-Jeſus, If I Mabe | 


adopted this opinion, it is becauſe I think this has feweſt dif- 
fieulties, and moſt evidences; ; and if I have put it into the 


Stephen, and therefore an opinion known in John's age, and, 


if che true one, probably received by him. The prophet ble 


Moſer rwns in thb Eure in the wilderneſs with the angel, who 


pale to Moſes in Mount Sina, &c. t However, the force of the 


argument ſtands independent on John, although not on Ste- 
en. 3 ae of 
A; third claſsb#4 anterpreters nah the appearance fort I know 
not what, delegated created god. A Range unnatural idea, 


2 it ſhould ſeem, to get rid of a difficulty in the hiſto- | 


A poor exchange, a myſtery for an impoſſibility ? - 

"The opinions of uninſpired men, as we have ſaid, are re- 
| ſpetable as advice, but not as law. The great difficulty i is 
taken from 8. John, who calls Jeſus Chriſt 5] He ſays, 
Aeye. was with the Father in the beginning, and created che 
world. Now ſome writers had ſpoken of a aoy@-, as a kind 
of ſecondary god, before 8. John's time. The jueſtion is, 
Did he uſe the word in their meaning? Mr. Le Clerc aſks, 5 
Did Plato take the word in the ſenſe of S. John; or did S8. 


John take it in the ſenſe of Plato? We Fur Neither. W. e 


account for the matter thus. 


1. Some of the ancient Jews, not cxring to deny the aivil a 


nity of the appearance, nor daring to apply what was ſaid of 

him to à man or an angel, left . matter. He was God; 

he was God's chief = or meſſenger; Quis ille effet, vere 
aelitæ non potuerunt.f IE. could 


N as we 
n 1 \ 


RAOUL of . 5 not 

» ev. uin 10. ax. 5. WE "PTY Nerds] 2 apy 42. Pat 
_ Gen. Xxxv. 1," XxXi. 3. Vide Pelarg. in Exod. iii. 6 6. T AA 
vii. 38. John i. N Are Crit. de Sectar. Sermone, f. 2 
F Rabbi Moſes Nehem. fil. * Grot, de Verit. v. 21. * 4 a 


% 
mouth of John, it is becauſe I perceive it was the opinion of 
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not woe polls is a fact: chere Moſes could not, is not a fair 
u on. Fs $3 
2. Some of the ancient] vs, catching the 1406 of . 
or revealing the will of God, which was, the end of the ap- 
Rees „ventured to call che appearance m, the word of 
Lord: and hence; probably, the avord n ef. G ene an 
idiom for God.* _ 
3. The Jews, Who "Ray out af 3 trandlated the. ok. 
into the Greek tongue, and the perſon, who appeared, ob- 
tained the name of 3%. The term logos, while it retained 
its original Jewiſh idea, was determinate and proper, it ſtood 
for that ſingular being God the medium, that great Supreme, 
Whoſe manner of exiſtence was unknown, and who. would. 
ſome time appear in the Hkeneſs of a man to tedeem man- 
T Mt Varkag fk tape. . Hoſ.. 
vii. F . 
54 The term Memra, not ügnifying merely Jehovah, but 
Jehovah under the peculiar.idea of holding communion: with 
men, by. appearing in the form of a man, was adopted by the 
Targumiſts, or Chaldee paraphraſts. Theſe paraphraſes were 
in the common dialect of the Jews in the Ane of Jafus Chriſt. t 
They were read in the ſynagogues as explanatory of the .text, 
V Jeſus Chat" expreſſed the 
firſt verſe, of the twenty-ſecond pfalm, when he hung upon 
the croſs, not in the Hebrew: words of the text, but in the 
Chaldee p ale of it, The apoſtlas often adopted their 
ſtyle, and 8, John took the word Ok ow chose books, re- 
taining it nix its old idea. t e e 
5- Flato, who travelled into E bt co. improve bis 3 
ledge, learnt the Jewih notion of Memra, or logos, and, 
affixing ideas to the term, of which the ancient ſews had ne- 
ver thought, returned ĩt to the Jews, in his writings, full of 
dark, pagan, enigmatical ideas. All. things were new ex- 
cept the term. It was Moſes Atticiſed indeed ißt 
6. It became faſhionable in time for men Chama: to 
fp ak and think as Plato ſpoke and thought, and Philo the 
ew, and after him many chriſtian divines, took up the Pla- 
topic logos, and thus hronght the Mera: of the old Targus 
miſts, and the lages of 8. John into obſcurity. and diſgrace, 
although it does not e that 8. John wry _ _ 
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% Nothing 1s more eommon than to run mad for a term, 


without e Ammo = The hiſtory of this term proves: 
that it has had di 


for more and leſs, as the exigencies of its owners required.“ 


| As S. Johns afed it, it ſtood for God, who foreappeared to the 
ING: 'pave:the law:to Moſes. It deſcribed a divine 


uman being, anciently known to the Jews by the name je- 
hovah- meinraà, and ſince to the world by the name Jeſas.; 


1 muſt check, I. perteive, this lawleſs pen, 2 and 1 wil 


eonclude with one article more. 


. Page-68. - Happy for chriſtiunt, bad they. refled without. phi 


hophicdl explications 1 oi 


I have not attempted to EXPLAIN THE MAN NEN of the 
divine exiſtence. I do not know it. Wiſe and good men 


have uttered many abfurdities in attempting to explain it; 


and wiſe and good men have run into an abſurd extreme, when 


they have :rejeted à plain elear declaration of an inſpired 
writer, becauſe · they conld not reduce every idea in it to their 
own comprehenſton. Is there not a middle way? May I 
not be allowed to go on the principles of one, who was not 
fond of myſtery, were he could obtain clear ideas: but, 
who, however, preferred a ſober rational faith before un- 


ſcriptural conjectures? I ſpeak of Le Clerc. Nemo morta- 


Hum adæquatum notionem Dei perfectionum unquam fibi ef- 
finxit'# . Nil igitur tutius effe, quam cobibere judicium, 


eum de re ipſa, tum de ſententia ſcriptoris, quem legimus. 7 
There never was a man in the world, who ſucceeded in 
attempting to explain the modus of the divine exiſtence. The 


wiſeſt of men never made the wr wh ' Moſes: began his 


we affect to be-w/e above what is'writtem? © on 
rig nem, qui Adamantius et 
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writings by fuppoſing the being of God; he did not attempt 
to prove it; and although many of the inſpired writers aſ- 
ſerted His exiſtence, and, to diſcountenance idolatry, pleaded 


for his perfe&ions; yet no one of them ever pretended to 


explain the manner of his being. On the contrary à holy 
awe covered their minds, all inſpired as they were, and they 
declared, They could not find the Almighty out. Why ſhould 
8. Epiphanius complains, O | 


ur. nuneupatur, e ovANN (pray Apel,, Ky t AI pi 
ar 


groß traleper cuße g, aſtruere voluiſſe, et ideo ſœde lapſum 
eſſe. I fear, too many have fallen by the ſame mean into 


Before we deny the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, what if we 
were to try to deny the N on which the aſſertors of 
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it go? We lay down one nn in Ifrael.';-* Cer. 
tainly we do not know the eſſence of * Su a ger. Being, not 
knowing the real eſſence of a or of our own 
ſelves. We lay dovvn a ſecond in the n 2 a learned pre- 
late, Where the truth of a doctrine depends not on the evi- 
dence of the things themſelves, but on the authority of him that 
reveals it, there che only way to prove the doctrine to be true, 
is to prove che teſtimony of him that revealed. it to be infalli- 
ble. We lay down a third from that moſt learned and ac- 
curate critic, Le Clerc. Si eã quà par eſt attentione et re- 
verentia expendamus quæ Apoſtoli habent de Jeſu Chriſto, 
facile intelligimus eos non putaſſe zierum eſſe hominem, quando- 
Auidem ei mundi ereationem tribuunt; eoſque errare, qui ſi- 
milia ſentiunt: fed de ratione, qua æternum numen cum 
jieſu homine conjunctum fit, tacent; quo credibile fit ar- 
cCanum illud iis, in terris agentibus, nondum revelatum fuiſſe. 
Sci werunt certe Chriſtum efje Deum et bominem, . ain de eo 
doguuti Junt:s fed Mop uU rei ignoraſſe vidintur. t-. 
On theſe ſure grounds we go, and on theſe ririnoiples we 
free the doctrines of the goſpel: from the charge of contra- 
diction and abſurdity; uhile we retain the rational ſcriptural 
idea of, myſtery; : We beg leave to remark the plowing facts, 
. my may. mpre fully explain our meaning. 
1. What we call doctrines of the goſpel are er facts 
propoſed to our faith by credible teſtimony. The divinity of 
Chriſt i is an hiſtorical . ee rec Lion nf; the dead is a 
prophetical fact. ain 4 
22. They, who: elbe thoſe! fats, naher pretended: to a 
thorough! knowledge of them. Vie 4now,: ſays 8. Paul, in 
part. I The apoſtle muſt either mean to affirm, we have an 
unperfect B of the obiect, or we have an imperfect 
knowledge of the bee . of their eziſtence. He could not 


— 


n the laſt, conſ pts e, he meant the firſt, 
3. The apoſtle no more in N incom en 
8 e to our — than the maſters of human ſcience do. 


We know but /tele, ſays one of the fineſt modern writers, 
of the nature of Baabe 3 we diſcover ſome of their proper- 

ties, as motion, figure, colours, &: but of their eſſence we 
are ignorant: we know ſtill much 1% of the ſoul: but of the 
eſſence or nature of God, we know nothing. The great 
Locke ſets. aut with requiring his readers not to ( let looſe 
| their rigs. aged into the "we" ocean W EE. MN s if all the 
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8 * Locke's Eſſay, b. i aw 8. Xxiii. 35. "See that whole bert 
chapter. + Still 8 — r's origines ſacræ ii. 8. f Ars Crit. de 
notion. adegs; or 


Xiii. 9 8 Elements of I's . 
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. * were the” natural and undoubted: paſſion 


counſels.”+ What theſe great maſters. diſcovered- in the 
| SY works of nature, the countryman diſcovers in a 


| comprebeny 


ien of e bow ys rewarded, it een with the 5 | 
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of their underſtanding, wherein there was nothing exempd | 
from its deciſions, or that eſcaped its:comprehenfion;,”*. A. 
tronomers require their pupils to c take care always to ap- 
ach the firmament, that divine book, as they do the other 

— of God, with reverence and humility, 54 having too 
high an opinion of their own abilities, as if they could with 

— line of human reaſon fathom all the depths of divine 


ype in his cottage-diteh, and all mankind are forced to 
$0 the exiſtence of objects, the certainty: of facts, com- 
binations of qualities, of which they have no er ideas, 
and for which they can give no account. 

4. No man. ever yet propoſed a ſyſtem of religion ges | 
from myſtery, Even thoſe gentlemen, who diſcard many 
received doctrines on account of their myſteriouſneſs,” are 
obliged to own,, that the 9 rational and important doc- 
trines im * "Mg beyond, the. IO: e of our 


The belief on thoſe facts, ok we 17 60d . 1 | 
the goſpel; [i is analogous in chriſtianity to ſelf-love. inithe liw „ 
of nature. God has inſeperably interwoven» the laπ 8 f, 
eternal juſtice with the happineſs: of each individual. Im 7 

conſequence. of which mutua connection of juſtice and hu- 
man felicity, he has not perplexed the law of Fran with a2 
multitude of abſtracted. rules and precepts, referring merely _ 
to the fitneſs or unfitneſs of things: but has graciouſly: re- : 
duced the rule of obedience to this one paternal: precept, | 
« that man ſhould purſue his on ore ag This is the 
foundation of what we call ethics, or natural law. Thus 
in revelation, God hath not perplexed. chriſtianity with diſ- 
quiſitions, the underſtanding of which would require a long 
train of metaphyſical inveſtigations: but. he hath revealed a 
few facts, which he declares, he either hath —_— bay 1s: oy 
or will bring to paſs ; and theſe facts have ever been found 
the moſt irreſiſtible motives to conſtrain men to obey the la 
of nature. The unity of two natures conſtituting the 1 
nity of the Author of chriſtianity i is one of theſe facts.” e 

6. To deprive chriſtianity of, its myſteries is to reduce it 
to a feeble human ſcience; we get rid of myſtery and motive 
together. The removal of, what are called by ſome, con- 


CON» 


* Eſſay, IO, L Lon g's: Aae 4 - 
1 12 15 1 vol, its bent vu. ah pr p. ommen. LY 


: by 1 9 
1 72 Tu x . 
. 2 . 8] 
$585, e «A . —_ 
7 5 . : 6 —_—— 
* 7 A 1 5 2 - LY 
p ; 8 8 2 


tm). 


of Jews and Mohammedans. "Sat hr ur not too 
22 theſe illuſory dreams. Let us confider four 
_ things: 1. It is not certain, that Jews and Turks reject chrif- 
4 on account of bur doctrine of Chriſt's divinity. They 
dt ſtudy out polemical divinity; they — eafier books, 
des lives, and in them they read objections to chtiſtianity- 
. H it be true that Chriſt's divinity is 2 fiambling-block to 
the modern Jews, nothing is ſeen in it but the fulfilment of 
| 9 De Lord of "hoſts it a flous of fumbling, and a 
| to them, as he was ber fathers, 20% fun- 
— hriſt, 1 3. The doctrine of ac- 
15 commodition, ich is the ground of theſe'pretenees, is the 
woll dangerous doctrine in- the world. A iniſer ſtumbles at 
the laws of liderality, proud mam ſtumbles at the goſpel mo- 
wires to-himility, '2 mere: rationaliſt ſtumbles at tlie inviſible 
_ realities of faith; and by endeavouring to accemmodate the 
goſpel to theſe diſpoſitions we eplain ir all away. 4. Were 
vr to diveſt religion of alb theſe offenſive eredenda, and wits 
 wertg reduce it —_— e t of Soerates, or t che more re- 
2 — 


1 + 4 ms r = 3 2 r 0 6 2 oy \ 
5 n 83 F EET Ts 2 ET ä 5 
259 722 1 F = * 32 DS wa. 8 - St TI *<ST Hay Tod? 2 8 , 5 
r GE EY = 8 r S Wo Sx 3 Pr EW rt Tag , Foes < 
* py — T. n r LE — - 5 2 es — x lb 2 . 2 r 7 oe . 2 = * = 
2 — : x LE 3 « - * x IT £ * * 2 | - 2 2 2 7 2 £ 72 nnr , 
© ag 1 1 1 4 Is Oe "TY Sx . GS 1 > SS 5 8 44, 257 n LARS * I» , Fs .& 9% © 7 
22 —... Boat FT NCTE I CERTTES. r 1 
£2 Pc 2322 T 2 n 2 * * N F N Wn 
— — RD „ SR od — Il — — Inte Pots — —— — ile — - — — — — 
— 22 e — oo eee 
Y o 3 , — # L "IE" : 
1 1 
q 4 2 
. F , - ths 4 He 4 F had. <4 * 0 


S 


— — 
py : 
2 FE 
E 2 
J 5 4 


1 5 en 


T may . — and in 

5 ine and ſhake an eſtabliſhed 
VE but — ae ef their hav- 
"A 3 yew worth the attention 


de PHF an n 5 
not therefore 2 at e call . and to 
WS: es 1 have feen a writer on one Ade prove 
1 that Zgzs Chr ' cthowg ht not of the impious robbery of being equal 
dean God by repeatedly « aring that the doQrine ef chriſ- 
tian is a Oer ASU AN DTM IOS DOCTRENE; and! 
bie ſern one on the other ſide affirm, Chriſ died both with 
esel mbit humun and dvint future, and prove i it by adding, 
in ue maintain tb comraty, belong io the devil Both body 
” _ endyaul p< abe difliked this method of . ever 
fince Faw: book entitted Pore! and Firebrands. - + 
lee no-deſign by chis Letter to enter into a controve 
1 wich wed, man nor een I * found time to have written 
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Lave ler fall one unkind eee on i any conſcientious __ 0D : 
| beg pardon 3 it was undefigned. 'T would rather brin 
fbje&-home to my own boſom, in the pious ſoliloquy 1 

not worthy friend the Reverend Mr. Turner. 4 be Hes, 
my ſoul, doeſt thou ſtand affected towards this Saviour? . - 
10 thou ſeen of his excellencies, and how far have they 
indeed, impreſſed and moved thy affectionate powers ? Thou 
oweft all to him, that thou canſt call enjoyment either in por. N 305 1 be 6M 
{fon or in hope! Let the lories of thy Redeemer be more N 2 
ttentively confidered—Let his love conſtrain thee to the ſuns. 
preme love of God, and Juſt love to man.—To this F nn oF "oY 
go, in all thy, neceſſities ; here look for light, and life, and: -.: 
joy eternal; —T'o his ſervice and pleaſure devote all thy po. . . 
rs; live to him in improving holineſs.— Let the liberty je 
bas given thee of applying to him as the fountain of ha pp: 
neſs, encourage thee to diligence and conſtancy in that 1 
ation. Let thy thirſt be always for theſe Hi waters, 
which alone are capable of: ſatisfying thee.—As he 1s all full. 
1 to thee, be thou all 1 and he, and Praiſe to 
him ; rejoice in him as * Fs gs, 1 8 
puſneſs, and thy anten Amen! Rs 
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well ever on my tongue 138 = 

On earth my ſolace, hope, and love, 8 1 
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ba See tne FR” little piece entitled; Short Meditations 6 = eh. 
Lf Portions of Scripture ; a piece, which it would be difficult to: 
commend, as its merit demands. The above i * 2 N Ve. © 
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